Z Magnette Group Newsletter
September2001

Jeff Powell

910 Hirsch

Melrose Park, IL 60160
h: (708) 344-2268

f: (708) 344-3248
email: mgracer@ync.net

Dear Enthusiats,

This is the first mailing in approximately a year and a haif,
Welcome to all of the new ZMG members - check the address list for
members in your area. To make this easier the list is printed by state
(some of the new members are on a separate list and will be added to
the complete list next revision). Please check your information and
contact me with any changes,

Included in this newsletter are magazine articles and articles
written by ZMG members. Ron Cobb and Dave DuBois both wrote great
stories regarding their personal experiences maintaining their
Magnettes. Grant Howlett submitted articles dated 1955 thru 1958 and
an article about the ZB. Don Tulloch sent an editorial that he wrote
several years ago - I have held it on my desk too long! Thanks for all of
your efforts as I am always looking for Magnette info to share. Also
included in this newsletter are photos of members and their cars taken
at various car shows over the past two years.

If you have not signed up for the ZMG web list please consider
doing it today. Chris Kotting has done a great job setting up this
thread. To date there are 66 members with email and approximately 50
members on the web list. I will be using the web list to update address
changes and additions of new members. I hope to eventually use the
web list for the newsletter to reduce printing and mailing costs. For
those of you without email I would continue to mail the newsletters and
adadress list.

I hope that everyone enjoys this newsletter - as it has been a long
time coming. As you can see by it’s size and submissions by ZMG
members enthusiasm for our Magnette’s has never been higher.

Finally, I have been unable to locate the following members:

Burt Gunter, Alphretta, GA., Bob Aszmus, Gainsville, FL., and Sandy Smith,
Milwaukee, WI. Does anyone have an address or email for them?

Safety Fast!

JeR



Magnette Wanted

ZB in original condition, not modified and in good running
order. Please contact:

Kenneth J. Michell

The Forge Building

451 D Street Suite 800

Boston, MA 02210

(617) 261-4646 ext. 11

kenm@michelltd.com

Magnette’s for Sale

ZB - rolling chassis/body with all doors, hood, trunklid, wheels,
seats, gas tank and several misc. pieces. Please contact:
Aaron Spaulding

(310) 639-2582

aronspaulding@aol.com

1958 ZB - 1800 engine, 3.90 axle, rebuilt trans. Great
dependabie driver. $10,900 0B0. Please contact:
Jeff Zorm

mgajeff@aol.com

1958 Magnette ZB - dark Carmine red, 4 cyl, 53,000 miles.
Black interior with red piping. NOS sunroof, WWW radial tires.
Trophy winner, nice driving. Photos available via email.
$9,250.00. Please contact:

Phil Pitts

mgal2345@aol.com

(913) 219-3247



Z Magnette Group Web List

ZMG member Chris Kotting has produced
this great thread for all ZMG members to
keep in touch with each other.

You may have a question about front
suspension assembly or where that oddball
part fits. Your questions will go out to
approximately 50 ZMG members and
will be answered quickly as most
of us have “been there, done that™’!

Are you planning on going to a car show?
E-mail the group - chances are that you will
have other Magnutts in your area join you.

Also, if you are looking for parts or have
parts to sell, your message will go to the
right audience. For details on subscribing
to this free list, email Chris Kotting at
ckotting@core.com.



AUTOSPORT Juse 20, 1958

M. Maghetle [ Varilune)
ET40.0.0 piue £371.7.0 P.T.
MG, Magneite (Slardard medel)
CTMH00 piws C158.7.0 P.T.

If yau like a car with spirit and good breeding you are going
to llke the M.G. Magnette. If you like the feeling ol absalute
mastery under all conditions, you are going to enjoy every
moment at the wheel af this lively sparts saloan. The track-
bred 1,500 ¢.c. engine gives you crisp acceleration. You can
enjoy fast cruising ail day , . . salely . .. effortlessiy . ..
luzuriousiy. And expert driving comes naturally io the M.G.
ownar, because overy detail of its deslgn makes lor ease of
handling; thet means safer motering !
" Hisg oo g et
s o ol Sl el

“Coupe dog  Dames ™ an Monde Cario
Raiiieg,

S 7 il

THE M.G, CAR COMPANY LIMITED, BALES DIVISION, COWLEY, OXFORD
London Shewrooms: Strabten Hovse, 8 Procadilly, London, W.1
Cperseas Business! Nufeld Erports Lomited, Cowley, Orford, and 4 Piocadilly, Lender, W.J

Twelve Months' Warrarby and facioed by MO
Sermuoe — Lhe moal compretenstog I8 Europe
ML creners planrdng o Conbinenlal Tour
shouid s st MG denler fir detoils of o
Free pEvmce whick soves Joreign carrencoy.




New Members

Jim Basque #196
Windermere, FL

Steve and Diane Kirby #197
Escondido, CA

Tom Webb #198
Marengo, IL

Bill West #199
Windsor, CO

Dan Pharr #200
Lexington, VA

Marty Loken #201
Langley, WA

Paul Casarona #202
Auburn, AL

Don Carison #203
Fargo, ND

Jerry Keller #204
Green Lane, PA

Charles Smith (no car yet)
Marietta, GA

Robert Sutton (no car yet)
Mason, Ml

The new members listed below are

not yet on the member roster

Mike Casey #205
1945 So. Quintero St.
Aurora, CO 80013
(303) 755-2013
59728

Jack E. Davis #206
100 N. Cheyenne Ave.
Silver City, NM 88061
(505) 538-5955

57 ZA

Chuck and Jan Benner #207
#4633 DE Ave.

Kalamazoo, MI 49004

(616) 385-3160

58 ZB

Address Change;

Jack Kurkowski

501 State Road 267
Mooresville, IN 36158
(317) 831-1666



Submitted by Dave DuBois

The accompanying drawings {3) are taken from the Service Parts Manual, page 90 and show the
exploded view of the late (ZB) Horn/Turn signal Assy. If you have the Shop Manual for the ZB, the same
drawing can be found on page J.4, but without the view for the latter assy.

The problem with the horn blowing when the steering wheel is turned, is in all likelihood the
result of the homn push assy needing to be adjusted. This is assuming that the tube through the steering
column is intact and is not allowing the Horn/Tum Signal assy to rotate with the steering wheel. See
Drawing 2 for the following explanation. The lower part of piece 84 (motif support) in the drawing is
bolted to piece 85 (horn ring and contact) and can cause a certain amount of distortion in piece 85
especially if any spacers, washers, etc. are missing. This will cause a high or low spot on the inner ring
of piece 85, allowing it to touch piece 95 (bottom contact) and cause the homn to blow. If you look at the
drawing of piece 85, you will notice three studs that go through spring, piece 87 (horn ring return spring, 3
each) and through piece 90 (sleeve and horn ring bracket assy). There are shown in the view, unidentified
nut and washers, again there are nuts and washers for each stud, even though there is only one shown. It is
these nuts that adjust piece 85 up or down, The problem is how to get to these three adjusting nuts and it
is bere that thing begin to get complicated, Obviously, one has to raise this whole Horn/Turn Signal
Assy, sufficiently high, out of the steering wheel hub, to gain access to the nuts.

See Drawings 1 and 3 for the following explanation. Start the removal/access process by undoing
the wire connections at the end of the steering column (keep track of which wire goes where, you will be
tested on this when you have to put everything back together). in Drawing 3, remove item 23 (nut, olive).
Bemove item 22 (stator tube olive). Don't worry about taking these items completely off, just let them
hang from the wires. The stator olive may be a problem to remove as it is this piece that pinches down on
item 93 (stator tube) to hold it in place. If the olive will not come off of the stator tube, you will be faced
with a dilemma. The lower portion of the stator tube can be pulled out of the end of the steering column,
but it may be a bit dicey to get it back into place as it slides over or in the next tube in line and is keyed
so it will not allow any rotation of the tubes. It is possible to get things back together blind in the
steering column, but you may have to withdraw the whole thing, which means cutting off the wire
connector bullets, getting a new lower tube (standard steal brake tubing can be modified to work and
getting a new olive from NTG (you have been warned). Mext is to remove the three stator ring to steering
wheel grub screws (item 94 on Drawing 1), only one of three shown in drawing. Once everything is loose,
the whole Horn'Turn Signal assy can be lifted up out of the steering wheel hub and the three adjusting nuts
run up or down to insure that the horn contacts hit evenly all the way around when the horn rim is pushed,
but that the contacts do not touch anywhere when the steering wheel is rotated. This is a trial and error
adjustment - adjust, reassemble, test, @#%3 it, remove , adjust , reassemble, test. Eventually everything
will work as it is supposed to and you can button it up and quit worrying nest time you are behind a
bunch of mean looking biker dudes and want to turn the steering wheel,

It has been something like ten years since I had to fix and adjust the Horn/Turn Signal Assy on
my car, 50 I may have forgotten something. If so, e-mail me or call me at (360) 479-0462 (after 10:00 AM
Pacific time as I work swing shift) and I'll try to straighten it all out for you. As [ said above, 3 standard
steal brake tube can be used for the lower stator tube, As 1 remember, it is 5/16 ID and it will have to be
slotted at the top und to receive the key on the next tube up.

Good luck,
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AILY TIMES, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21, 1958

. THE M.G. MAGNETTE: Parhaps best desoribed as & famlly saloon for

o

_the sparts driver, the popular Magnette I3 & medium-sized fast saloon,
i - Available In a meost artractive range of colours,

A._'"":Car That Gives « Lot of

Pleasure
M.G. MAGNETTE

A car which has glven me a lob.of
pleasure lately ls the M.G, Magnetle,
the 1i-litre Zuccessor to the famous
11itre salpon. The new model not
crily retains the pgrecable handling
for which its predecessor was mnobed,
but ‘also  mecommodates comfortably
foir persons It j= not a large ear,
ite wheel base being Bft. 6in, and
averall length 14ft lin.

The engine is gng of the BMC,
fovlinder "B™ seriez of 1488 co.,
with overhead valves © operated by
pushrods. Two S, carburetters are
standard fitmenis, and a cer  oub-
put of 60 at 4.600 r.pm claimed,

- with & compreasion ratio of T.15 tnthlé

mh w~ e D=,

iz & great feature of

and top pear runnine &t any-
thing from 10 to 12 m.oh. i possible,
with & ° smart eetaway when the
accelerator iz pressed—hithough
naturally the closeratio gearbox
ylelds the best resylts in this =
nmﬂmmifdmgrﬂ:ﬁ}ey a4 12:::. within

T :
rgﬂh “of ile-a-minute mark:

the ratio is 669 as against the 4875 i

on top, while the drop to 10.8 in second
indicates that the desigher’s sim was
a smappy start from rest on this gear,
with & full 35 m.p.h. available before
a chang{f-un -wag. called for. This
abllity o ;

cars standing when it comes to a brisk

departure is one of its attractions in t

traffic driving,

Maximum speed I found to be about
& genuine 80 m.ph., and the car would
cruise az long as one wanted ai more
than 80 mph. Over hundreds of miles
covered ab varying speeds (hub nob
pressing the car hard, owing to trafiis
congestiony, I found the petral con-
sumphion to work out at around 30
m.pe~ This woun'd probably increase
to about 24-28 mpg under hard

driving. while in open country 14 woubdd-

fall below 30 m.p.g.

YERY CHARMING CAR
The Magneite, which cosls £645
basic (€567 175, with p.t.), hes very
comfortable seating: e aeat backs
give firm support, and the range of
movement ls wide enough to provide
a comfortable deiving position to per-
sons of almost eny shape or size.
There is no separate chassly so the
floor is set low to give generous head-
room:  visibility is also gboo-d
@ gears are worked by a short,
handily-placed lever which sticks up
rom the centreg of the floor; it makes
ore realise how retrogpade are some
of  thoze under-the-steering wheel
handles which at times make one des-
air of ever gtt.t.in.T the gear “home",
handbrake lever s situated

betwesn the seats, nicely out of the

way when in the off position,

;]t_.ngether. the Magnette cou'd
hardly be better laid out, and it has
great charm in not enly {ts outward
,Appearance but In itz furnishing and
zeneral finish.

i

the Magnette to leave most ]

Submitted by Grant Howlett
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Riley and Magnette

Support for MG, [ have resd with interest Mre. J. W, Bull's
letter ' Riley znd Magnete " (July 15)° Mr. Bull crivcizes the
radiator grille and the boor, and gays he dislikes the body.

I am a very proud owner of a new Magnette, and in my
cpinion the grille is most ¢legant and in keeping with the bady,
which also has very sleek lines. How could anyone say they
were ugly?

A point strongly in favour of the Magnette is its cofnering;
this is quite superior to that of cars 1 bave owned in the past,
which include a pre-war Mercedes-Benz, ;

Acceleration of the M.G. in the lower ranpes is extfemely
good and so iz its findsh. I refuse to believe thar the 1i-litre
Riley has better comering ability and irs acceleration could
surcly ‘not be bettery  As for the Riley shape, it may be
pleasing 1o the eye, but haven't the designers [orgotten about
people over 5ft 10in 1n height? = i

My Magnere has caused no trouble ar all so far, and I hope
to get many thousands of happy miles out of it. -

Strling, Scotland. B. J. ELDER.

* Cannet Remember a More Pleasing Car.”  As the proud owner
of & Magnetie for the last fourteen meaths I eannor understand
Mr, J. W, Bull's criticisms of this car. Steering, road-holding,
brakes; suspensiom, gear box, comfort and ish, all leave
nothing o EI: desired. fi%

In 42 years' driving jence I cannot remember a more
pleasing car. Furthermore, 60 bhp. is better than the 55
credited to the 1}-lire Riley. The new BMC. engine has
the power where it is need;:{ It s 2 grand compromise.

I purchased my Magnewe without any kind of mmal, to
replace my five-year-old 1i-litre MG, 2nd [ have had no
cause 1o regret the decision.

As a former Bristol owner I have seen the Magnette described

" a3 a smaller edition of the Bristel, and couldn’t agree more.

Cwncoed, Cardiff. 1. A, Marms.



SPORTS-CAR FPERFORMAMNMCE!
FAMILY-CAR COMFORT!
SMALL-CAR ECONOMY !

= 5 4 DOOR SEDAM
MAGNETTE

Fram the makers of worbl fameous MO sporta-cars
caees. the cpperk MAGNETTE — & sieekly styled,
|!I"l-llrll.'lus|y appeinbed Family-ca: 1has performs with
ke zap of a sports can
Tamcis ML al
Al pack and
MALGNETTE fratures that ompoasine the Dnmous
M shnran, “SAFETY FAST!™ Aniange for a test
drive today

Feprepenrea o dhe Usadgd Slane by

hrTamibbrao

AUTOMOTIVE CORPORATION
1719 W FTh 5T, WEW rHL 19 M ¥

Swld and paroied by @ nofaswmrde sarwock ol gisrigefars and deales,
Froaaed ol THE BRIZIAH MOTOR CORPORATION, LTD.
Mabars of MG AUSTIM-HEAL EY, MAGMETIE. MORRIS, AUSTIN AWT RILEY CARS.

1
; FREE TRIA Test These Amazing New |
g 1 Nk Hi-POWER Plugs In Your Car |
| #* . Prove to Yoursell—A) Our Risk—How "Spark-o-Matic": i
fog %t o Gives Up fo 18 More Horsepower
) » Sleps Up Acceleration as Much as 15% f
o Saves Up Io 1 Gal of gas in every 10! |

The ONLY Plug GUARANTEED FOR LIFE!

So pmorful, sa strong. thal we Zhe Yoo o new sl
FREE if tlsese amaring plugs Eail u|.'|l1lerf_l.lrr|l_ anw
- other brand—for the LIFETIME OF TOUR CAR!
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MOTOR LIFE, July, 1956

THURSDAY, MAY 8, 1958
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Frank Jchroeder sets aul in Ris newly
restored 198 MGTC fabove) for o test
dirtve dver MwisHing couniry ronds (See

NS MG Steny, paage 27.) Schroeder
Botight he car 7 1977 and drove [t for
severdl vears before commmissioning 4
l-seaie ground-up resforiron

wonderful spning gay many years ago.
The point of all this s thar | can person-
ally vouch for the fact that a special car
can hold 2 place in & man's heart for a
long time, if not forever. Kot of course,
ahead of the woman he loves, however
Thanks 1o Jack Sanit of PFhiladelphia,
whose grear cars we drove and photo-
graphed {puge 4 1.1ve had the hapmest
ricstalgic remernhrance on all counts.

Which brings me w the beautiful.
rrue srory and exibibivon of MG s that
begins on page 27, The story is about
Frank Schroeder and his expenences
wiath M.G.s We Know that i is trae, be-
cause several of us on the Varo saff
have known bam inroughout thes nme
Cime bt rnar wniter Bob Browen did nost
tell happened in Frank's early davs,
befire he came Fast He would baich-
hike alung one particular California
highway, and a handsorme and cordial
mar in a green Ponsac would pick him
up regularly, Frank didn't realize thac
this man. actor Ronald Reagan, would
alsu, one day. travel Easi

There has been 2 ot of press about
the investment value of collecting cars
What impresses me from my exposure
to car collectors, though, s that mos!
people collect cars for therr own plea-
sure. ars have been collecled ever
since Harl Benz and Gouleib Daimler
first developed the automohile The
early collectors were all undoubtedly
motivated by emotions — by nostalgia
for “the good old davs.” by the rermem:
brance of adventures made possible by
motor cars, by the love of clegant de-

Bardbszrn Do P fnon

sign, finge woods, and supple leather.
And for many enthusiasts there was
and 15 rhe engineering and mechanical
aspect —the challenge o fabricate the
intricate parts needed worestore a thor-
oughbred car oits original state,

I know of one Enghshman, a dreat
lewver of vintage sports cars, who began
with anly an engine block and part of a
chassis, and whao was able o make or
locare all the birs and pieces required 1o
bring back o driving life one of the
greargst of all the French racing cars.
the rare Th. Schneider. b ok him
wears, butitwas a labor of love, Much of
tus character was crafied into the re-
censtruction of that spiried blue ma
chine. Today, every ume the car is
raced —il 15 raced/ — bis spiric rides in
the cockpit.

The true lover of fine cars is genu-
inely saddened that s0 many classic
cars have become biue chips in a very
hugh-stakes investiment sirategy. Fortu
nately, for every collector who buys and
then prompily setls a Duesenberg or a
Bugart for a seven-fgure sum, there
are hundreds aof others who sacrifice o
buy a vintage M.G.oor an onginal Ford
Mustang. and who spend long but
happy hours in nursing the car back 1o
its original candition. I is these collec
tors who know the rrue creative plea
sures ol restoranon and presendarion.
May they never lose their passion? I'm
sure the growing importance of the
economic facter of the acovine will sup-
porr restorations and collecnons that
might not have casted before — but
QUT sories here are aboul ernotions.

Because we publish stones about
classic and vintage cars. | hear from a
Lot of people abaut thewr cars, Friends
and business associales who never
otherwise would menuon the great
cars they have, rell me about their mar-
velous automobiles, [f you have a great
classic or vintage car | wish vou'd drog
me 3 pote. Send me a picture if you
have one, [l send 1t back. I'm curnious
aboul how many of you are hiding 2
wonderful car behind closed doors. m
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Chrs Linton fleft) and lan ODmwson,
pholographers for MG, (page 273, qre
barh Lomdoners. i kis siadio. Linron
now focuses on commercial sill lifes
Dawson s specially 1s vinrage cars — he
s noted for photographing the grear
mangLes with a fresh amrich

Hubert de Suntana. whose story and
images on page 36 celebrare Dubilins
1000 vears, now (nes i Gnaria,
Pharcgrapfer Steve Hansen irigh
Hees magic— on stage « oge 8 — g
LUSEE MAgIC i Wy art, s seen in Time.
Lite. Esquire, cnd elsewhiere

Wine and food writer Richoard Olney
rlefts fves i Tolion. Franee, near
Chiteaw dyquem (page o). Ruber
Defe Brown, aurhor of arfcles on
classie motor cars (page 2T i ol
eomtrbuning edivor for car weds es
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Submitted by Ron Cobb

Hi Jeff

I have been reading all the good info that is coming to the new
Zmagnette group on the internet. 1thoroughly enjoy it, great idea. I
put together a few items that maybe of help to the group. I managed a
dealership in Indpls., In. for over 20 years and grew up (maybe) with
the BMC cars. We carried all the British cars plus Saab-Volvo, It was
a fantastic way to make a living doing something that I thoroughly
enjoyed. Started right out of military service as a salesman and through
the years advanced to VP & General Manager. Was there through the
invasion of MG liquid suspension cars at Indy. Our company also raced
sports cars and midgets. We believed in having a good time and did.
Which brings me to the info at hand on the Magnette. I had a 58 ZB in
Island Green, black interior with green piping. I really loved the car, it
drove so well and on the 2 land roads of that time, keeping up was no
problem. I drove to the races and carried tires and tools in the back
seat and trunk. My car was 8 months old when T purchased it from a
Chevy dealership, “the owner had not serviced it and it burned a valve,
I bought the car for myself and pestered the mechanics to give me
advice on doing a valve job on the car. While I had it apart I also sent
all the rotating parts to the machine shop that worked on our race car
and had the engine and clutch balanced. 1 would cruise at 70-80 mph
with no problems. I purchased the present car I have, from Jack
Kurkowski in Indpls. Due to a handicap, I installed an automatic
transmission from an Austin Marina (same as MGB) Borge Warner
T35 and it works just fine. I built a 67 MGB engine with the cam from
the Magnette engine and 8.1 pistons to be able to use the fuel we have
today. Some modifications I did helped improve the car. I had to cut
the bolt pattern off a 5 main oil pan and weld to the Magnette oil pan to
have the sump in front to miss the cross member, I also added a 13 row
oil cooler and had to use the upside down oil filter to clear the starter
on the Marina transmission. After driving the car, I found I didn’t have
the brakes I needed, so I purchased a remote 8 inch brake booster from
Godman Performance in Memphis, Tenn. And kept the drum brakes
and they stop the car just fine. Had the radiator re-cored and had new
neck to use generic cap and changed the top hose neck to use a straight
hose. This allowed me to make it a sealed cooling system. It gets pretty
hot here in Florida. Had the drive shaft made in Holly Hill, a part of
Daytona Beach and used a complete differential from the 67 MGB that I
purchased for a parts car.




To use the differential from the MGB I had to cut off the spring perches
on the axle housing and move over to match the Magnette. 1 got the
help on this modification because you have to keep the slight degree of
pitch (about 10 degrees) so when you accelerate, the differential torques
some and is at the correct position. (I learned this from race mechanic
and fabricator) You can’t set up the drive line straight, there has to be
a slight pitch at the differential. I chose the MGB Banjo differential
because of the availability of parts in the future. The MGB differential
is narrower then the Magnette differential but after driving the car I
can notice no difference in the handling, Converting the emergency
brake cable was no great problem.

I have heard many Magnetters ask about a better gear ratio for
highway cruising. You can use the standard 1957-61 MGA differential
4.30 without any problem. But to go to on 62 MGA MKII with 4.1 or
3.9 in MGB. You have to change the small gears that the axle slips into
at the ring & pinion, because of the different number of splines on the
axles. So if you purchase a Banjo differential to do the swap, don’t
throw away the parts you need to make to swap, also order new gasket.

My Magnette parts car was a manumatic so the master cylinder only
had one outlet (no clutch) so it worked out perfectly with the automatic
in mine. I also measured the master cylinder and the Magnette m/c is
about 1 inch longer than the MGA (Sprite, etc.) master cylinder. I have
never measured the master cylinder on a TR but feel sure it would be

the same as on the MGA and Sprite. The English use what is on the
shelf.

As for rebuilding the m/c, I had my m/c bored and sleeved back to
standard size and the lockheed repair kit for the MGA, fit perfect, this
leads me to believe the inside of the m/c is the same on Magnette as
MGA. The mounting bolt holes may not be the same, I never tried that
measurement. If need be, I’ll find out.

Some of the modifications I made on my car, I did to improve the car, I

also kept the original bits in case some puriest should want to change it
back.

I stripped my car down to bare chassis and I had to widen the
transmission tunnel to accept the automatic transmission. I changed all
the brake lines and fuel lines. I found that some parts stores and NAPA
carry brake lines in various lengths and the ones that fit my new wheel




cylinder, were labeled “metric”. To make them bottom out inside the
wheel cylinder, you have to grind off the first 3 threads of the new
fitting. I did mine by using a die grinder and holding it to the fitting on
the new line and let it spin until it ground just the first 3 threads.
(practice on and old one before you attacK the new ones. The price of
the various lengths were from $3.00 to $9.00). This way you don’t have
to do double flares.

I talked to the service manager at the place I purchased the remote
booster (Godman Performance) and got some pointers and it was simple
once I laid it all out. T have a 67 MGB engine and intake manifold and
there is a plug in the manifold that a hydraulic barb filling threaded
right in and I ran the vacumn hose from that over to the booster, on the
hydraulic I cut the line after the m/c and slipped a piece of % line over
the 3/16 and welded (brazed) it, the % line goes to the booster. From the
booster to the rest of the car, you do the reverse from 4 down to 3/16-
and that job is done. I have all the MGB brake parts to change it over
to disc brakes but could not find the wheel bearings to match the axle to
the MGB hub. I couldn’t find a place here in Florida that would take
the time to measure both insides and outsides and look up the number
part to fit my needs. Therefore, I just installed the booster for
approximately $250.00. They work just fine.

The tool roll that I kept all these years from car to car is intact although
the bag is really going to seed. All the vinyl or rubber is falling off the
burlap. T have an old original tonneau cover from my MGA. I may use
the old roll as a pattern and make one from the tonneau material.

A couple of suggestions: Get or borrow a good tubing bender (Harbour
Freight 1-800-423-2567) or parts store carry some of you better ones. It
makes for a neat job. Front parking light assembly is Austin Healy 100,
Moss Motors, approximately $25.00 each complete. Apple Hydraulics
and White Post Hydraulics also do great work if you can’t find a local
machine shop. 1 had mine bored and re-sleeved to standard. Single-
$60.00, dual- MGA $80.00. Brass or Stainless.

At present I’m fitting a reclining seat on the driver’s side and will have
it recovered to match the other seats. I had my carpeting and door
trim, headliner, all done here by Best Upholstry. 1 showed him the old
material and the old panels that I kept for a pattern and now everything



I ordered all the rubber suspension parts from NTG and rubber for
w/screen and rear window, they trim to fit o.k. Have a glass company
install the glass and rubber, they did both of mine for $65.00 labor.
After the rubber seals had seated in, I took the car over and he resealed
all the rubber to the glass and now no water leaks, Jeff, if I can be of
any help to any of the members, I will try my best. I’m not a mechanic,
was always in the sales end of it but loved to work on my car with one of
the mechanics advise on how to do whatever I was doing. I think they
used me for entertainment more than anything else. Oh well, like I said
we always tried to make life as enjoyable as possible. Jeff, if you can use
some of this, feel free to use, change or do whatever is best for the
group. As I remember things that will interchange, I will let you Know.

Ron Cobb

3261 Buckland St.
Deltona, FL. 32738
peggco/atotcon.com
904/789-5749
904/789-7948 Fax
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The ZB Magnette

There is little doubt that in
styling terms the ZA Magnette
was one of the most advanced
British saloon cars on the market
when it was launched at the
Earls Court London Motor
Show in 1953, In giving it a
wiodern, aerodynamic shape,
Gerald Palmer had designed a
car that has stood the test of
time better than many of its
contemporaries, Mechanically,
there were few startling inno-
vations, although the retention
of the independent front sus-
pension and rack and pinion
sleering first experienced by
MG buyers in the Y-type
introduced in 1947, did endaow
the ZA with the sort of ride and road-
holding calculated to appeal to sporting
motorists.
The BMC B-series engine, specified
_the Magnette in preference to the
earlier, Y-type unit used in the visually-
similar Wolseley 4/44, gave the car good
performance but experience revealed
that it lacked sufficient power to do full
iustice to the chassis of the ZA. This was
realised at an early stage as there is evi-
denece that the first few rare accamhblad

? -“E..'l.‘.‘.l.q.

A factory picture af @ ZB showing togoosd effect Hre stieight chro
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duction were fitted with the lower,
4.875:1 ratio. This change had obviously
been decided upon before the details of
the new model were announced to the
press in October 1953, probably after
they had tested the pre-production cars.

As the first MG to use the stan-
dardised BMC B-series engine, the A
was something of a guinea_—pig for its
development. Although it was later to

become a strong and reliable engine, the
aarhr evammles Aid Basra 5 ;maes c

Y PSR

e sicle strips

eradicated as the company
gained experience of the unit
in service, For example, the
ZA engine had the inefficient
by-pass filtration system,
which did not guarantee that
all the oil was filtered before it
reached the bearings, and a
modest compression ratio of
7.15:1. Some changes had
been made to increase power
output for use in the sports
saloon, revised cylinder head,
different camshaft, and twin
carburettors, but there was
still room for improvement.
The BMC Competition
Department was formed in
1954 with the day to day con-
tral in the hands of Marcus Chambers.
With the decision taken to run cars in
competition as a means of gaining pub-
licity for their products, a team of three
ZA Magnettes were entered for the 1955
Monte Carla Rally. In the 19505 that
event used to attract huge publicity with
the daily papers and news broadcasts on
both radio and television carrying
reports,  Buccessful manufacturers,
therefore, reaped rich rewards.




gdditional  lights
and snow deflectors
for the windscreen,
A considerable
quantity of extra
equipment, like de-
ditching gear, had
been deerned
esgential and the
Tear Springs were
stiffened to cope
with the extra load
by binding them [EEi=EE:
with tape. [ i i
Unfortunately the
extra weight and
sHffer springs totally
ruined the usually-good roadholding,
and some equipment and the

ones for the 28 changed the appearance of the cars

the standard engine was insufficient to
see the cars achieve a good position in
the final results. Not a promising start to
their competition carger.
Deesigner Gerald Palmer had been
aware that the standard B-series engine
gave insufficient power for the cars to
have rally-winning performance. He
had drawn-up a design for a twin-cam
cylinder head to boost power cutput
and this was eventually developed by
Morris Engines branch and used in
the BMGA Twin Cam, but never found
its way into the Z-Magnette, Marcus
Chambers and John Thornley would
have liked to have built a series of
twin-cam engined Z-Magnettes for
sale to the public which would have
allowed the Competition Department
to use these vehicles in rallies as
standard  production madels,
Although the cars were never built,
a batch of lightweight panels were
produced to reduce the overall
weight of the can

I0NS 1 ExiEREITE y:nn =
s¢ same likerties could be faken T
pacions fhuzrt PRy WETE

Ar s TPpTES
passibly beca
[, appear mare 3

Unfortunately, such modifi-
cations were banned and this led to
the embarrassing exclusion of the

i . Bafh huEr.-gr.n_pm werE
mcj';ﬁtle HnEF;! in Abingdon

I
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Tua pictures frOM (5L m and ; o
s :ht;ﬂ;igf[:ﬁm 7 4 catalogue. For the recd

sericl auer also © ol g an artist car entered by Nancy Mitchell  in
the chirome strips W re-paschet: B the 1956 Tulip Ralln}f}r
spring  tapes were The Magnette team in the Monte

abandoned en-route. Even with the load

Carlo Rally had revived a pre-war tradition
reduced somewhat, performance from

by running as ‘The Three Musketeers',

ZA mrd B Magnettes alangside sach other, iflustrating how replacing the Bewwy chrame strips used om the ZA with simpler

the cars carrying

the Names
Aramis,  Athos
and Forthos.

These cars were
driven by the
established MG
rally  drivers,
Reg Holt, Geolf
Holt and Len
Shaw and carried
one, two or three
chevrons on the
wings to aid
identification.
The team ZAs
ran next in the
1955 RAC Rally but were once again
uncompetitive, For the Tulip Rally that
year Pat Moss took over Reg Holt's car
but she crashed this prior to the start. It
was repaired but undetected damage to
an oil pipe eventually put her out of the
running,

Although the requirements of the
Competition Department held little sway
in the overall plans of the company, the
need to improve the power developed by
the B-series engine if the car was to be at
all competitive must have had some
effect, Of more consequence, was the use
of the same engine in the MGA sports car
announced in 1955, For the MGA the
compression ratio was raised initially
from 7.15:1 to 8151 and then to 83:1.
With a revised camshaft power was
increased first to 68bhp and then to
72bhp with the 8.3:1 compression.

The benefits from these changes
worked their way into the Z-Magnette
engine in 1956, This alse had initially
received the 7.151 ratio
head and then one with a
compression ratio of 8.3:1
and, with a different
camshaft to that used on

the MGA, power even-
tually increased from
a0bhp to 68bhp, A full-
flow filtration system
was now fitted, necessi-
tating an external oil
pipe to return oil to the
block. With more
power at their disposal
the engineers were
able to give the car a
higher-ratio rear axle.
With the 4.55:1 gearing
now fitted, higher
cruising speeds were
possible  without
sacrificing accelera-
tion. Most of these
changes occurred at car number 18,101
and were shortly followed by the public
anmouncernent of revised Magnette to be
called the ZB; the first of the new models
being car number 18577

In a manner typical of the sales
efforts of the British Motor Corporation
in the 1950s, little was done to give peo-
ple the impression that the car had been



The dnterior appainbments of the ZB Magnette make them camfortable cirs fo wse i all weiiers

improved, The sales brochures were
retouched to show the revised trim on
the front wings; the only external change
made to the Magnette. One would have
thought it would have been easier to take
fresh photographs which would have
had the added benefit of emphasising the
revisions. However, as with other cars
they made, the tendency was to play
down the improvements; perhaps they
were ashamed to admit that anything
they had built needed modifying!

The story goes that the trim on the
front wings was only changed because
the wife of one of the managers did not
like the original ‘hockey-stick’ chrome
strip. It is far more likely that the later
trim was cheaper to make and easier to
fit. Opinion differ as to the aesthetic merits
of the change. Certainly, the Magnette's
designer, Gerald Palmer, is on record as
saying that he did not like the straight

iR )

A well-preserved Z8 Magmette oumed by Toay Gilbert.
The attroctive lines of the car look fust o3 fresh i 1998

strips; the original trim being
shaped to emphasis the
rounded, streamlined shape of
the car, something the later
items failed to do. Incidentally,
the Wolseley sister to the
Magmette, the 4/44, was revised
mid 1956, gaining a single car-
burettor, 53bhp version of the B-
series engine in place of the -
type, 1,250ce XPAG power unit,
MNow called the Waolseley 15/50,
it also enjoyved the revised axle
ratic and other mechanical
refinements carried cut to the
Magnette.

Mone of the British motoring
magazines made much of the
alterations to the Magnette. The
Motor Show issues recorded the
amendments but il was not until
the appearance of The Autocar full

e thy oid efeen fivst deron by Gerald Paloner in the
18505

road test in July 1957 that the motorist
received any objective views on the effect
of the changes. This test was thorough,
and showed just how much better than
the earlier ZAs the revised cars performed.
Given the Magnettes unladen weight of
22cwt (at 1,118kg, heavier than most
modern mid-sized saloons that enjoy
twice the engine power), the ZB was
never going to be quick. However,
acceleration to 60mph in 185 seconds
considerably improved on the lower
geared ZAs 231 seconds, and the lop
speed at B8mph was a full Bmph faster
than the earlier car. Remembering just
how pedestrian were the average small
Fords and -Austins of the day, the Z-
Magnette driver still felt they were in
charge of a sports saloon. Overtaking
manoeuvtes and ‘press-on’ driving of the
sort now the preserve of the

- oy : gLl A iflustntfes n
30 L v e
A iTes of the Va 3 g qindow, &
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stargard nnd Varibne models
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Narman Cousins purchased this ZB Verihowe b provide comfortable, clissic transport

Jlloudng o racent illness

BMW-shod salesman not being uncom-
maon amongst 1950s Magnette owners.
The road test report in The Autocar
was very complimentary about the ZB
and the writers summed-up their report
by saying ‘The current Magnette....sels a
standard of stability on the road and
precision of control which lifts it oul of
the run of everyday cars. As for speed, it
is now our fastest native 1.5-litre four-
door saloon, and at the basic price of £714
represents a very desirable property.’
There were some criticisms, however, a
slightly noisy gearbox and periods of
body vibration at certain engine speeds
being the most notable. The Z-Magnette
was an early venture into modern
monocoeque bodywork and less was
known at that time about isolating the
mechanical components from the body
shell. In comparison with ather cars of

4
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This prublicity ghotageaph of the ZH Magnette shows the revesed fiscin and dished steering woiteel introduces for both

revised ZBs ralled off the Abingdon pro-
duction lines and one of the two-tone
cars appeared on the stand at The
London Motor Show in October 1956,
This car was finished in Birch Grey and
Twilight Grey, with marcon leather
upholstery, and shared the stand with
two other Magnettes, a Steel Blue ordi-
nary Zb and a specially-prepared car on
a revelving display.

The Varitone models were initially
announced as such by the Press Office af
BMC, who almost immediately issued
instructions that the cars was henceforth
to be called ‘Duotone’ Magnettes.
However, the revised name did not find
favour and they shortly after reverted to
calling the cars "Varitones® in all official
literature. This confusion over nomencla-
ture was compounded by the availability
of the cars in single colours; hence the
one-colour Duotone, or Varitone,

Magnette. Confused? Don’t worry, it is
all part of the fun! The reason seems to be
that people liked having the fashionable
‘wrap-around’ rear window that made
the Varitone look more up-to-date than
the ordinary ZB, but were not too happy

19505 fashion (r clothes and transport. At the time the Z8 Varitons was seen as boti

stylish and tastefnl, this shill kolds good in the late 19905

the period, the MG was
certainly no worse than
most, and a lot better than
some of the saloons on
offer.

The report also
mentioned the addition
of another model to the
MG range, the ZB
Varitone, This was made
available as soon as the
ZB was announced and
whilst it was mechanically
identical to the standard
cars, the two-tone paint
and large rear window
changed its appearance
considerably. The first
Varitone was car number
18,708; this was produced
soon after the first of the

A comeparisen beruesn the rexr pillars af o Varitone and standard car shomw just
hipge sl ider wad Hee mar windane of the smare grpensive sade
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A single-colour Varitene, tiis car witl wnre wheels aved @ fabric sun roof - neither of wlvich wene stasidaed feahires. Homoqoere sarlesien
gxpected fo explain the availability of & tzep-feme model (12 a single caloir?

about having two-tone paintwork. These
cars shared with the two-colour ZBs the

PHoAE a1-EH

Whilst talking about the trans-
mission, it is worth saying that overdrive

revs dropped by 25%, a greater amount
than usual in modern “overdrive top’

offer an overdrive conversion |
for the .Z-type Magnette. A I
device called a Handa over-
drive was fitted by the [
Crovdon factory of Vehicle
Developments Limited of
Balcombe Street, London. At a :
cost of £60, plus a fitting :
charge of £10, customers had
part of the transmission turmel
of their Magnettes cut away so -'j
that the unit could be mounted :
behind the standard gearbox.
A shortened prop-shaft was
used. The transmission tunnel
being a stressed component of
the Magnette body, to main-
tain its integrity the hole was
covered by a cast aluminium
COVEL

The unit was operated by a
vacuum-driven cylinder, a
tapping in the inlet manifold

roviding a source to exhaust
the Trico-Folberth reservoir. A
finger-pperated plunger on the
gear-lever knob gave the driver ]
controb of the overdrive unit.
In overdrive top gear engine

chromed strips that ran
down both sides of the cars,
to separate the two paint
colours. The shell of the
Varitone was identical to that
of the ardinary ZA and ZB;
the story goes that the rear
window was enlarged by
hand, rather than being
formed on the press tools.
The ZBs were also
available fitbed with a clutch-
less gear change. The
Manumatic’ transmission
was not an automatic in the
accepted sense, merely a sys-
tem for relieving the driver of
the chore of using a clutch,
similar in principle to systems
available on one or two
modern cars. Briefly, the
mechanism was powered by
vacuum from the inlet mani-
fold, this opened and closed
throttle servos and pressurised
the hydraulically-operated
clutch. At idle, the clutch was
disengaged. When the throttle
was opened and engine speed
increased, bob weights within
the clutch forced it into
engagement and the car
moved off. Gripping the gear
knob activated a solenoid that
allowed vacuum pressure to
disengage the clutch and, once the gear
change was accomplished, releasing the
knob re-engaged the clutch. It was an
over-complicated arrangement for the
technology of the time and doubtless few
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was not an option available from the
factory for the Magnette, In recent vears
fairly major surgery has allowed MGE
engines and overdrive gearboxes to be
installed in Magnettes, and very nice cars
hasma FIFIII:H!TI}I'I Heowewer with thic ot an

Wihen newrly very, Heis T8 oes aarning its keep in drivirg bests held aliegaide the Aushin faclory at Longbridge, Birminghasm in 1959,
Z-Magnettes were popdar sparting oers i the 1950

five-speed gearboxes. This gave a relaxed
cruising at 8dmph with the engine turning
over at 3,900rpm in the ZA and 3,680rpm
in the higher-geared ZB. Doubtless,
steeper gradients saw drivers reaching
frr A Tmwer eear. but having such a high
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must have made the investment in this
accessory very worthwhile. Long-
established London MG  dealers,
University Motors, were involved with
selling the system and maintained an
overdrive-equipped Magnette on their
demonstration fleet for a while.

It is always difficult to judge just

how accomplished any car is when looking
at it more than forty years after it was
built, Assessing the Magnette now, when
every 1.1-litre cheap family runabout has
100mph performance, is quict and reliable,
and has a standard of ride, roadholding
and comfort that was not available at any
price four decades earlier, it is easy to
overlook just how competent it was in its
day. Perhaps the best guide is to examine
contemporary reports of the car, and
those of its rivals in the market, Do this,
and one will soon see sentiments
expressed like ‘most charming and
attractive small cars that has come into
our hands’ and ‘this model has retained a
full individuality and character of its
own’. There is no doubt that the MG
saloon was regarded as being in a class
above the standard family car of the era,
although one has to admit that it was also
rather more expensive.

With overseas markets being so
important to Abingdon in the 1950s, it
must have been gratifying to read an
assessment of an 18-month-old, 24,000
mile ZA in the American Car and Driver
magazine. They took this car, which had
been driven hard and given the barest
minimum of service, and gave it the sort
of test they usually reserved for almost-
new press cars, They were more than
impressed by just how well the Magnette
had withstood the hard use, and how few
signs of wear there were on the carpets,
seats, and interior fittings. Omn the road,
the car still felt as taut and secure as it

This ex-police patrol car ended its days being used an fie skid par et the Chelmaf
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had when new and they praised the
seating, which they found could
adequately accommodate [four
heavily-built men in comfort. The
performance was thought good,
with the car able to cruise all day at
70mph and reach 60 in just over 21
seconds. To sum up, they said that
the Magnette was the answer to all
the owners of two-seater MGs
who found they now needed
accommodation for a growing
family. All this must have been
music to the ears of the MG
salesmen.
The car certainly sold well.
In the five years it was in pro-
ducton a total of 36599 were
built, with the numbers of ZAs
and ZBs being roughly equal -
17,599 of the earlier model anl
19,000 ZBs. Although the cars
were a common sight on the
roads right through the 1960s,
they are now far rarer than many
of the MG sports cars that were
built in smaller numbers. The
reasons for this have less to do
with the durability of the cars
than to fashion, as most enthu-
siasts looking for a hobby car to
restore seem to prefer one of
the open models - hence the
relative cheapness of the MGB
GT in comparison with the
roadster.

Actually it is  the
strength of the Magnette body
ghell that led directly to many
having an early and igno-
minious demise. For banger

Hmastge

racing cars needed to be
cheap, available, and very
strang. The Magnette even in
middle age certainly fulfilled

these requirements and large numbers
ended their days being battered into
heaps of scrap in floodlit banger racing
stadiums all over the country, Hardly the
sort of use Gerald Palmer envisaged for
his creation! Luckily sufficient enthusiasts
retained their affection for the cars t
emsure their survival, Actually, it .
surprising how many have stayed in one
family ownership for many years. The
Magnette is a car worthy of the MG
badge and capable even now of providing
comfortable daily transport for the whole
family.

Malcolm Green
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