JEFF POWELL
910 HIRSCH
-  MELROSE PARK, IL 60160

DAVID & LAUREL LIVELY
25898 RIC BRAVO CIRCLE
SACRAMENTO, CA 95826
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THE M.G. MAGNETTE—** SAFETY FAST" IN AR-SMOOTHED STYLE

Original BMG postcard submitted by Wayne & Dee Johnson



Dear Magnette Enthusiasts,

Spring us here in the Midwest. That means two things - getting the
Magnette out on the road, and getting the newsletter mailed. Both are
now accomplished.

Thank you to those who sent in corrections and updates to the member
list. | suspect that there are a few phone area codes that still need to be
brought up to date. The member list is now quite comprehensive as E-
mail, fax #'s, member #'s and car model are all listed. The next step is .
to list all car serial #'s and engine #'s on a separate sheet. Jeff Arendas.
has been getting lots of E-mail activity, as he has added the ZMG to the
MG club listings page on the Internet.

| have hit the bottom of the financial hat with this newsletter. It's now
time to ask for donations to fund printing and mailing costs. We have had
new members in the last year, so | have been able to go for awhile as the
$10.00 registration fee has been supporting the ZMG. For those of you
who have been members for more that one year - | am passing the hat to
you for a $10.00 donation from each. Please support the ZMG!

While driving our Magnette this spring, | noticed a clunking sound coming
from the front right side. 1 found the problem to be a worn shock
absorber bushing. The bushing was oil soaked and deteriorated. | thought
the shock was bad, but | found that the oil was hypoid gear oil that had
leaked out of a torn rack boot and had apparently blew back on the shock
while driving. | replaced the shock bushing and installed new boots. |
refilled the steering rack by pouring 5 oz. of 90w gear oil into a trigger
oil can and pumping half in each side of the rack just prior to fitting the
boot on the rack housing. Using the oil can is easier than opening the
plugs on-the vack, and | cannot find a oil gun to service the Tittings as
the owners manual shows.

Happy Motoring!

¥R



CARS FOR SALE

1958 7B Varitone with MGB 3-main engine. Solid body. $1800.00
Roland Young 20310 Michael Court Cupertino, CA. 95014
(408) 252-1834 E-mail - BRITISHIRON@AOL.COM

1958 Magnette ZB - this is a solid auto with spare engine, transmission,
doors, axles, hood, misc. parts. $1500.00
Bob George (757) 728-5655 or (757) 850-2962 fax (757) 850-0999

1956 Magnette ZA - a very original two owner car from new. Some ZB
production parts as this car was one of the last ZA's produced. Body is in
excellent shape with NO RUST. Some good quality lead loading repair
done probably in the 70's. Original engine with lead-free rebuilt head,
new brakes, tires, and choice of final drive, interior is all original
except for carpeting and in superb condition, paint (non-original iris
blue) in fair condition. Perhaps the best unrestored ZA in North America.
Located in Toronto. Asking price $7,000 US - negotiable.

Eric F. Wilson - Marchant Pereira 1050 - Depto 402, Santiago, Chile

Tel: (56 2) 269 4538 E-mail - ewilson@finning.cl

PARTS F A

Steering wheel for ZB, without center motif. $75.00
Klaron Grigsby-Stevens (954) 946-5005 STEVENSAIF@aol.com

Assorted collection of instrument panel switches, all in working order.
Bob Mason (334) 928-5366

Parting out ZB - call or write with your order.
Arch Boston (502) 897-0717

New ZA & ZB front & rear window seals. Made to original specs. $80.00
front, $60.00 rear - shipping included. Interior dome light with lens
$30.00. Tuned tubular exhaust header $45.00,

Jeff Powell (708) 344-2268



PARTS WANTED

Original-style radio knobs and facia plate for BMC AM radio. Also need a
wiper arm.
Tom Abbot (910) 764-0460 tdabbot@pol.net

The inside surround for the back window on a varitone.
Wayne & Isabel Hardy (409) 829-5427 gwhardy@icc.net

Trunk latch & light assembly complete for 1958 ZB.
Al Gresch (715) 359-9688

Temp gauge sending unit (part that screws in cylinder head). Also, radio

bracket (lower part of fresh air vent), front turn signal wiring harness

ZB. Gene Simpson (209) 732-3997 / fax (209) 739-1440
GSimp@aol.com

One window winder handle, information on how to darken headliner to
eliminate spots.
Earle Genge (908) 369-5467

MGA 4:11 rear axle differential. Also looking for a trunk lock latch (the
small piece that rotates with lock & key inside of trunk). A sketch with
dimensions would also help to fabricate latch.

John Park (518) 797-5650

One fog light lens for original Lucas light, also looking for information
about having a headliner made. Does anyone have a pattern?
Arch Boston (502) 897-0717

ZB front fender & door side chrome trim.
Mark Childers (757) 473-1757

Photos of you and your Magnette, old magazine articles, and your stories
of Magnettes for the newsletter.
Jeff Powell (708) 344-2268



Quality shirts embroidered
by ZMG member Jim Pesta.

White shirts with vour
choice of maroon, green.
or navy blue lago.

Send this form to:

Auto Graphics

8360 Curzon Avenue
Cincinnati, Ohio 45216
orcall {(573) 761-3748

Z MAGNETTE GROUP POLO SHIRTS

Qmy: SIZE: L _
$22.00 EACH il
. Your Name
S g Embroidery Color: Green e g
City Maroon _
State/Zip

Navy Blue

Phone | ]

Please include $3.00 for postage when ordering 1-2 shirts, $4.00 postage for 3
or more shirts.

ZMG WINDOW STICKERS

White printing on a clear
backround that adheres to the
inside of the window,

Buy one for Magnette and one for
the 'other' family carl

$3.00 each or 2 for $5.00
(price includes shipping)

Send your check to: Jeff Powell
910 Hirsch, Melrose Park, IL. 60160

Great Britain
International

stickers can $4.00
be purchased

from ZMG member

Steve Howard

756 Regent Road
Cincinnati, OH 45245
(513) 528B-1941




PENNSYLVANIA

METAL CLEANING CO.

200,170 S, Mohaca 128-5535 End OX The OId Tol Bre) |

'f;“, Washem Scrm I.t::ck Nuta. Etc

and RUST STRIPPING NEEDS
‘# Complete Body or Body Parts
“-.‘ . Sh::mless Sta&l F::steners e i

panel preparation needs.

(Call For: Details " 723-5535 '

h

edCo
Rubber parts for the MG Z-tvpe E-e-'iagnette Saloon

A1 parts are Urethane-based RTY mubber, made one ata ume by hand m molds Tmade myvsetl. They vary in
guality because 1 have improved my methods over time. Prices mamly retlect the cosuof the matenais, Ay faray ]
know, these are not avarlable elsewhere. oo [ would have hought them racher than making them! IF vou don's
Tesognize sume of these parts, use the BMOC pan numbers and yvour parts book o see whal they are. T6 vouw don't
have & pares book. [ sirongly supgest vou find one. they are imvaluanie for resteration of any car,

Part number Description Picture Price
BMC Zedeo (not to scale)
ACASID0 £.2 ZE Tunnel gearbox dipstick hale plug 10V AL)

ACHEI0 £-1 LB air flter grommet inew OO mold '

185EHS L3 Scurile vent handle grip
186727 -4 Front lower centerimg huffer (2 reg.)
1845581 L5 Steenmy damper (this w2 the rubber

portien inside the damper une

ADIIZ4u2 T-n Gritle v lower wing bufferi 2 reg o
ADHIa00 ;.-T Bonnel 1 wing buffer 12 req.)

184200 LK Butlers <lanp ot pad (2 ey
TR + FALR Rear Bumper Grommel- 4 combinasion
1562 ol twir BMOC pans, & Zedew desian. works

much better than the orimmafs

Ciroonve engages with rectangoiar hale e
cir bodyv- cannot be instailed without
TEmovIng DUmpar.

ADGIasY Z-14 b-harle Grommet for vacium operatee washer svstem (5O matd !

Call ZMG member Jerry Fisher
FOR ALL YOUR PAINT > at (724) 728-5535 for all your
: specialty fasteners and body

Marty Ray-4368 BHennett Place.Oukland, CA 94602 USA-310-530.4985
email: martvray @ leland.stanford.edu Z M G mg_w htR
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MGCC - Z Magnette
Register meet in

Norwich, England
Submitted by
Mike Hickman

The Magnettes of Dave Wittmer
(green) and Jeff Arendas (black)
at a show in QOhio

e Ty

From California,

Jack Begley's ZB with
a 3.8 Buick V6, auto
tranmission, MGB
brakes w/booster,
GM tilt steering,

TR7 A/C




Richard Olsen's grey '55 ZA
and Mark V Jaguar - Fargo N.D.

The MGA coupe and red '56 ZA
of Martin "Jeff" Jeffries
- Glendale, Az.

Dan Shockey and parts
car (grey primer and
rust) - Albany, OR.
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Lomnely Journey

Covering the Mille Miglia the Hard Wav with an M.G. Magnette

By GREGOR GRANT

{ERE  cannol be much wrong with  Briiish  avlomobile

engincering, when one can take a motor-car used daily
for business, fitivate (1 ap oa e, drive it to Brescia, then
do the Mille Migiia and finish well within the time linit—
particularly as the sole attention the car received Trom the
day it left Boulogne, was 1o AL a couple of new Donlops R
racing tyres. have all covers “Cpnevarippa-ed”. the  chassis
greased and the engine oil changed. What s mare. the brakes.
with their Mintes M20 linines, did several thousand  miles
afterwards belore they were adisted for the fess tme since
the race,

Wihen | osuppesied laking my maodified MG, Maencitc
414 BMLY. o this marathan, withow a co-cnver, (olk [onake:d
significantly at cach other and solemaly tapped the sicles of
their heads,  Perbaps i1 was s Ccraey des, but | hated the
idea of scaring someone else stuff—and pechaps berne cerrified
misell imo the bargain, S0 [ decided 1o do 1 solo. and
I wouldnt have missed it for worlds,  Witliour the experience.
L mever could possiply have realized whal this arest mce really
means, unless [ had actuaily compeicd.  Mare than ever i
has made me wonder how on carth people Lke Moss, Collin.
Castellotti, Fangio and Co. can deive at the trermendous. pace
necessary o fnish on tag in the general classibcanion, How
many. readers have cver neen passed inoa rainstorm. by a cas
doing abouwt 160 mph.t  Well 1 have and it
vampletely difleren: slant an nwtar-rasn

Prior 10 poeng across tne Channel, 1
gave the car o quick po.neg-aver

SVeR ne a

bie peaple sl Alngdon
Ye o Uwe wornpetitions depl.

wis nusy owith clsoown Mille Miglio commizments all work
had to be Jime im the nmormai service depe Fhe valvosowere
ground. and 4 new rocker assembly fied. but o the oo,
nomthing in the wav ol special preparation wis atlempred,
apart Trom the provision of o lone-renes Duel sark, 0 Alee

Plounslow’s supgestion, an oll-conier was litted, wonl the rear
asle ratio raised w0 455 w0 Loin plice of th

bzl e
For eeasens of personal  comibor hoth ocaadio aod beatine
mstallations  were  Feladad, Ime Lucas  pewsple carefolis
checked  wil wlectrizal eyutpment, . adding o baxdlams ik

switeh s fowrd on many Conomensal cirs 1 adse apesgd

-

1 TF-tvpe dynamo from Dick lacebs o deive the tachometer,
and & Halda Speed Pilor was Atled.

I travelled over with the lale Stan Asbury and Doug West,
who were taking Leslic Brooke's Austin-Healey 10005 1o Hroscia,
and we embarked on the Lord Wardes, The trip to Ltaly
was anvthing but uneventful. We were jmned by an American
and his wife in an Austin-Healey, also hound for the Mille
Miglhia, but we succeeded in [rightening them so much on the
YRoaule e la Snnree el Eoue” hetween Besanean ol
Pontarber, that they decided o take things more gently anmd
we lost them,  As we woere inoa huery, perhaps we diced aver
this faster than we would have normally.

Mear Sion. a couple of Swiss parape lypes 1old us that the
Simplon was open o traflic, so owe decided oy and ger o
Damodossola before dack,  Aboul 13 kilometres up it owas
negarly curtains for all of us; rounding g hairpin tend, T heard
a deep rumbling sound; this was just aboul she whale side
of o mownan rushing down on ous For oseveral monotes
huge boulders and 1rees bounced all aver the place, completely
nlocking the rarrow road.  Anveway (he three of us wenl o
i dn an attermpt 1o clear the road, We did manage o clear
a roule through, but just as we started cur cngines, 1the rembling
naase stacted again, and down came anolber bundred ons or
50 of debris, An enormous boulder mode stmghtl Yor Stan.
and he jumped—stratght oo several fost ol hall-lroeen spos
where ne remained almost up L D Drowg ol 1 had
a touph wme extncanng Rinn, amd timme - stanes ansd
miud strearmed down an 1o the gaal

Finallv we pulled Stan out wiil o lewd “ploak™. and decided
oo et he heck oul of gt The trip dewr was egusliy frighten-

oy (L O
13 FI Eal

g, and luea an oearth bmb o cacs remained unscathed never
vedses 0o anmade me When o wee returned 1o Brig owe saw o
sipn wie shoubd bave seen belorg “SIMPLON- 0] FERME

Advewiy we put the ears on e trane ogo theongi she tunnel,
e less sacd aboet that journey the better We fzavelled wiih
aovoaeh losad ol tne gquecrest peapic | have ever seen-—iboul
aocoteple i daren lemales with a prest i ch Al apparently
sulleriog Toomn severe merdal disorders Loy rnow and then
a0 borthe ol red wine waso passed  oround, ame by the mo




RADICOFANE: (Top)y Perer Harper and Sheila van Damm
in thefr class-winning Sunbeam Rapier,
POPOLG: (Above) Tommy Wisdom and Walter Monaca in
their Austin-Healey, about 120 miles from Rome.

Domodoszola was reached, the entire party seemed to be
roaring tight.

On the auwtostrada, we let the cars out briefly, and the
Magneite achieved close on 100 m.p.h. on several occasions,
accarding to the evidence of the rev. counter, and to Doug
West in the following Awustin-Healey, which eventually
developed a curious mislire, traced afterwards to loose inlet
manifold nuts.

Brescia was more or less chaotic, The old city was plastered
with every variely of advertising sign, with “Mille Miglia"”
all over the place. WVast crowds gathered round the cars in
the Piazza Vittoria, where the scrutineering booths are laid
out rather like an assembly line, but with a very definite
lairground atmosphere.  Every Italian driver appeared to think
that it was essential o rev his motor up to peak revs when
edping through the multitude. Maturally spivs were much in
evidzance, and also a few honourable u'end)q;rs: the former would
sell wyou back the paint off your car if they could have
removed it!  Apart from s slight panic about insurance,
involving a payment of 25,000 lire, scrutineering went through
smoothly,  Under the wing of Denis Druitt and John Patara
of B.P.. 1 was delighted to reccive petrol coupons from AGIP,
and also an issue of oil. I had several offers from would-be
co-drivers, all of which 1 politely wrned down, Howcver,
Tommy Wisdom did not look forward to a 1,000 miles trip
all on hizs own, and collected Walter Monaco of TLSA. as
passenger in the 1005 Austin-Healey,

In Brescia it is extremely difficult to find people; the most
likely spots to meet the British contingent, were cither the bar

of the Moderne Gallo Hotel, or in Mino's famous Ristorante
Horolgi, where the steaks are big and tender, and the vino
15 extracrdinarily cheap and good. Stan and Co, went to
stav in one of Coont Maggi's guest houses, but | put up ai
the Grande Albergo Terme, Sirmione on Lake Garda, there
tn jnin Ronnic and Eileen Adams, Ernie and Alma MceMillen,
the Brian Turlls and Denis Druint.  Before the race 1 tried 1o
gol plenty of sleep, but the old buberflies kept me awake.
and in the end I pave it up altopether anmd read detective
stories.

Surling Moss was not looking too happy about his Maserati
on Saturday morning: ke had been up testing it since § am.,
and mechanics had taken it away to strip it down, with
promises thal it would be ready by 6 pm. The 3.5-litre
Ferraris of Castellotti and Fangio were powerful-looking
brutes; they had the latest ¥-12 enpines.

Mo event can possibly attract such a variety of high
performance cars, from the very stark Italian and French
750 cc. open one/iwo-seaters, o the almost luxurious Gran
Turizing machines as exemplified by the 300SL Mercedes-Benz
and Oliver Gendebien's 3A-litre Ferrari, Varations on the
Alfa Romeo theme were legion, but for sheer, wicked-looking
cfficiency, the Lagato G.T. versions were hard o beat. The
apineamm:c of the new Alia Giulietta Sprint Veloce was
welcome,  These little 1,300 c.c. machines have 2-o.h.c. engines
developing 90 b.h.p., and floor-mounted gear levers in place
of the wapgle-stick favoured on the standard Giulietta. The
official Renault Dawvphine team of Mlle. Thirion, Maurce
Trintignant, Louis Rosier and Paul Frére had five-speed gear-
boxes and very much “1063-2d” engines. Journalist-photo-
grapher Bernard Cahier had entered hiz perfectly standard
Dauphine, newly delivered before the race. Both the works-
cntered M.G.As of Scott-Russell/Haig and Mancy Mitchell/
Pat Faichney were painted Alfa red, possibly in the hope that
they would be mistaken for Italian cars and given priority
of passage, especially at level crossings, Both machines had
ail coolers, racing sereens and long-range petrol tanks with
quick-filler caps. The Trivmphs were onginally down to run
as (. T. cars, and were provided with hard-tops. However, as
they were enlered in the limited-price sports car category, they
were made to ren open; fortunately Ken Richardson had
brought along aero screens.

“My™ clagss comprised several Porsches, two beaatifully
prepared Sunbeam Rapiers, one of which was to be driven
by Peter Harper and Sheila van Damm. Developed by E.R.A.
these cars had several special features, including a new-lype
inlet manifold, and a clever method of directing cooling “air
on to dampers, They were immaculately turned out, as is
always the case when Morman Garrad is in charpe.

There was also a works-prepared Borgward, and a Spanish-
entered modified Magnette, In all, this Grand Touring and
Special Series class comprised 14 machines, of which nine
were of Porsche manufacture. As I was due to start at 0301
hours, T didn't manage to gei much sleep. You know how
it 15; one gets talking, and before onc realizes it, zero hour
15 3N one,

It is an ecrie expericnce to be on the launching ramp
awaiting the start. The arc lamps light up the scene, punc-
tuated by brilliant flashes from photographers’ bulbs.
Wisnewski's Hapier shot off into the night, and just az the
starteér was about to drop his flag, Morman Garrad shouted
“¥ou won't get very far” “Why?”, 1 velled, He replied,
“—unless yvou put on your lights!"

1 went gently down the ramp to avoid hitting the tail, and
was soon tearing down the road on the start of my thousand
miles journey. It was dark, very dark, but there was no hint
of the terrible conditions to come, although sailors on Lake
CGarda had forecast torrential rain. In front T could see the
twin red lights of the Rapicr. The crowds, even at this early
hour in the morning, were immense, 1t was highly danpgerous
having to roar through villages, with the inhabitanls crowded
scveral deep on each side. leaving very littie room o get
through. T had sel the Halda at 70 m.p.h., and at Yerona
the all-imporiant red hand had pained over a minute. Mear
Vicenza, after about 110 kilometres, I managed to overtake
the German-entered Rapier, in company with Guarnieri’'s BV
Fial, and Ribaldi's Maserati. The Rapier driver was definitely
blinded by the powerlul headlamps of the Italian cars coming
up behind, and swerved violently entering a village.

The Xlitre cars rocketed past me as if the Magnette was
standing still, Towards Padua, the road scemed 1o be full
of Z-litre Alfas, all being driven flat out and with drivers
making no atiempl to dim their lights as they approached from
behind, At Ferrara, the false dawn made visibility difficult,




Behind came iwo cars, ong of which passed at high speed.
and the other more slowly, This, | thought, was the Rapier,
and as we went throogh the town, I held an to third pear
too long, and the engine suddenly went on to three cylinders.

“"magine my chagrin when the car that hurtled past turned
ut to be a Sprint 2-litre Alfa, 1 stopped ouwside a garage,
where the M, G. was immediately surrounded by gesticutating
Itahans. Chnckly 1 discovered that Moo 3 cylinder wasnit
firing, and 1 changed a plug. The Rapier went past, sounding
very healthy, to be followed much later by Nava’s Magnette
which 1 had passed comparatively early on—and then a siring
of 2-litre machines,

Still the engine was on three cvlinders, O came the rocker
cover, and I found T could have pi two fingers hetween the
rocker and valve stem of Mo. 3 exhawst valve, Even with the
adjusting nut screwed up light, there was still a vast amount
of tappet clearance. In desperation I put a screwdriver under
the valve spring head and vanked: with a loud click the valve
reseated itself. I readjusted the tappet, and 1o my relief the
engine fired again on all foor. Resetling the Halda, the
red hand of which had long ago dragped far behind the minute
hand of the clock, T restarted, not forgeitiog to lop up the
17-gallon tank with fuel, and to check the oil.

It was now daylight, and heavy grev clouds were looming
up, with occasional splashes of rain. At Ravenna I clocked
in at 0514.08 hours, having taken 2 hrs. 41 mins, for the 303
kilometres, including, of course, about 15 minutes lost fxing
the valve, That'll teach me to over-rev, 1 thought, recalling
that the r.p.m. needle had been around 6,500 aon the open
road, and may have gone off the clock when | foolishly tried
to out-accelerate a 2-litre Alfa!  Anyway, an averape speed
of over 80 m.p.h. was not bad going for my po-to-the-office
saloon.

UMBRELLAS EVERYWHERE: The Magnewte passing
through a suburfh of Rome, cn route for Siena, Florence and
then the dreaded Futa Posy,

ORI 2, S e T gL




Down came the rain, and ground mist added o visibility
problems, 1 was most grateful for the wonderful warning
sign svstern which is a feature of the Mille Miglia, In additon
to static signs, officials are posted with flags on the approach
to anything like a tricky bend. With very fast cars, these
precautions must come as a godsend,

With broad daylight came some amazing Sscenes.
Giuliettas seemed 1o be in the most peculiar places.
facing oncoming traffic, and appeared to be minus its rear
wheels. Another was parked in the middle of a public park,
with no visible evidence of how it got there, Down a ravine
I caught a plimpse of a green car; it was Brooke's Austin-
Healey, but both Leslic and Stan Asburv appeared o be
(O.K. The bend where the car had gone over was lerribly
slippery, not shiny “Tarmac”, but that treacherous surface
which appears to be pon-skid, but becomes like a skating
rink whenever it rains.

All down the Adriatic coast the rain pelted down in torrents,
but enormous crowds lined the route near every populated
area, Standard wear scemed to be large preen umbrellas, a
feature which 1 shall always associate with the 1956 Mille
Miglia. 1 clocked in at Pescara at # hrs. 42 mins. 46 secs.,
having taken exacily 5 hrs, 414 mins, to cover 630 kilometres,
never exceeding 5,500 r.pm—a lesson learned! In this
pleasant town the sun shone—for the last time during the race,
1 might add.

Cabianca’s 1i-litre Osca went past in a cloud of spray,
al an incredible amount of knots, Mot long afterwards,
Won Trips went by in the 3005L, the occupants protected from
the raging storm owiside. 1 felt quite sorry for the open car
folk, and thought of Annie Bousquet in her lone journey with
the TR2, and of MWancy Mitchell and Pat Faichney in their
M.G. Beluca's Maserati went past with a broken damper
dangling down behind; Behra also seemed to have damper
trouble in his I4-litre car, and stopped near Aguila 1o have
it fixed,

Still more crashes! 1 saw an extremely battered Mercedes
2204 at the roadside, then a wrecked 3005L. A Giulictta lay
on itls side near a café, and two Porsches were mutely stationary
in.a village. The rain never let up, and during the pazsage
to Rome I caught and repassed the other Magnette, At
Rome, my {ime of arrival was 11 hrs. 26 mins. 54 secs. In
other words, nearly £ hrs. 26 mins, to cover B74 kilometres.
While M.G'5 mechanics from the Rome agents refuelled the
car and changed plugs, Castellotti came in with his Ferrari
to the accompaniment of tremendous cheers. DBefore the
reception commities, consisting mainly of lalian flm stars,
could get busy, the red Ferrari was off again. Their attention
was then transferred to the Magnette, and I was presented
with a woolly dog named *“Floppie Cockie"—probably intended
for Castellotti—and a bottle of Italian champagne. I can say
that whatever is said about Italian film actresses—it is perfectly
true! Reluctantly I restarted, wiping lipstick from my face.
I chewed the chicken that Mino had prepared for me, and
took several swigs of glucose. Oddly enough I didn't feel in

Alla
One was

the least tired. A hot swing band was plaving on the Rome
radio, and everything was fine and dandy.

10

On the approach o Radwocoofane, Peer Colling and his
intrepid  passenger Lowis Klememask: passed me in their
Ferrari.  Both ook time (o wave, and the next time 1 saw
them, they were stopped 1o refuel, soaked from head o foor
The next time they went by, they shook their fists at the driver
of an Alfa who just wouldn't pull over o let them througk—
I wondercd why | hadn't scen either Surling Moss or Pie
laruffi in their Maseratis, but puesscd that they must have
packed up. (Miver Crendeblen srreaked past inoa clowd of
spray in the G, 1. Ferrari, obviously well up with the leaders.
One or two of the Spyder Porsches were in trouble, and 1
saw Chiron’s 750 cc. Osca parked by the roadside, 1 also
caught a glimpse of Ronnie Adams’s TR2 in a side road; he
and Ernie McMillen had the bonnet up.

Cn the Radiocofane Fangio swept past, and almost imme
diately broadsided on newly-gravelled road. He ek i1 very
carcfuily after this, and for at least 10 kilometres, | staved nat
far behind, S0 soon as the gravel section finished, the
Ferrari vanished from sight at a tremendous speed.  Despite
the dreadful weather, large crowds had conmpregated on the
pass—green umbrellas being seen everywhere. On the steepest
part of the climb, I had to drop 1o bottom pear, and the enzine
went on lo three cylinders again. 1 plugged on, as it was
dangerous to stop anywhere, Al the first opportunity 1 halted,
and once again the screwdriver trick worked. The Magnetic
arrived at Siena at nine minutes past twa, having covered
1,101 kilometres, averaging about 60 m.ph. with a duff valve.

Florence was reached without incident at five past three, and
then came the Futa Pass. Conditions here were indeseribable.
Yisibility was. in places, practically nil. Torrents poured down
from the mountainsides, depasiting glutinous mud on the road.
All competitors were amazed 1o see a Giolietty jammed apainst
some boulders, with a miniature waterfall running in through
the broken rear window, and out of the smashed door. One
of the Porsches in my class was having its front-end
straightened out, after an excursion into the "“rough”™, and a
D.B.-Panhard locked as if it had met a steam-roller. Mesdames
Frilloux and Pagot must have taken a wrong road somewhere,
for 1 met their TR2Z coming in from the right. They were
very wel, but looked guite cheerful.

Coming down the Futa, there was a
of my wiper blades disappeared—it would
of course.
three cylinders, cxpecting every mament to hear a loud clatter
accompanied by the silence which would mean that the valve
had dropped mnside. At Bologna my time of armival was 16
hrs, 8 mins. 28 secs. (1,278 kilometres), On the very fast road
to Mantova, my three-cviinder engine would not propel me
at more than 110 kph. 1 had little hope of finishing within
the time limit—if at all. I applied the screwdriver again, and
the valve clicked back., However, anvthing over 5000 r.p.m.
made it stick again,

At the Mantova control | realized that I was well within
the time limit, and T covered the final stage of 66 kilometres,
not exceeding 100 k.ph. The stands were thinly populated
when I arrived in darkness at Brescia, after having driven the
1,597 kilometres in 16 hrs. 57 mins. 36 secs., 151st in general
classification owut of 315 starters and 1B2 finishers, The
Magnette was also fourth in the special series class, which
was won by Sheila Van Damm and Peter Harper in their
Rapier. Only four of the G.T. Porsches finished, but the class
winner averaged 117.874 k.ph.

Altopether it was a thrilling experience. The cylinder head
was removed afterwards, and the valve was found to be not
only bent, but almost burnt away to nothing. Anyway, to
have averaped nearly 95 kph for 1000 miles, with a
faulty walve, proves the remarkable stamina of the 1,500 cc.
B.M.C. engine. Fuel consumplion was extremely good, the
car averaging 26 m.p.g. About 4 litres of oil were required.
Immediately afterwards the car was driven to Holland, and
put up some quite prodigious averages on German defobafin,

S0, here's 1o the next time. Tired? Mot particularly, After
all, one is at the wheel considerably lessz than in an event such
as the Lyon-Charbonniéres where almost all the mileage is
covered in the mountains. Yet I cannot fail 1o marvel at the
performance of Castellotti and Colling in averaging about
25 m.p.h. during the worst weather conditions ever experienced
in a Mille Miglia.

awind, and one
e driver's one,

BRIEF GLIMPSE—of sunshine: The Magnatte vweeps through™
Popala on the Adriatic coast, on the way to Aguila
and Rome,

Anyway, I pressed on, mere effen fhan &8s Got o5



