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Dear Enthusiasts,

What a great MG summer Sharon and I had this vear! We drove the Magnette
frequently for both local and out of state events. We are definitely
spoiled by the luggage space that the Magnette offers. I used to plan out
exactly how to pack the MGR ar T for a long trip, but with the Magnette, T
just open the boot 1id or rear doors and toss in the bags.

We applied for and were accepted to participate in the Motor Muster at the
Henry Ford Museum in Dearborn, Michigan. It was a two day event that
featured cars of the 20'=, A0's, and 50's, with [ive cars heoing represented
for each year. The other cars feor 1958 included a Lincoln Continental,

Ford.Fairlane Retractable, Rambler station wagon, and a Desoto. The Ford
won our group.

Qur trip to England was more than we expected. Dennis Klemm and family,
Sharon and I were met at Heathrow by MG Club members driving a Austin
Cambridge and a Morris Oxford, and were promptly driven to an autojumble!
After two days in London doing the tourist thing plus visiting as many book

~and model car stores we could find, we headed to the countryside and to a
led and Breakfast in the Banbury area. We used the BLD as our base for the
remainder of the trip. We put over 2,000 miles on the rental car in ten
days. We visited the Jaguar factory, Wedgwood China factory, Silverstone
Racetrack, the MG Car Club office in Abingdon, antique shops, model car
swap meets, MG junkyards, and many pubs.

We wisited John and Lou Shorten and had a very nice afterncon talking MG's.
John dees the best body and [loor repair work bto Magnettes Lhat I have ever
seen. He has saved a lot of Magnettes from the junkyard by making the
rusty bodies roadworthy again. Three cheers to John! Lou had the largest
and most comprehensive supply of Magnette parts anywhere. Sharon and I
wandered around her parts building not believing everything that we saw.
Lou supplied us with a correct type tyre pump to complete the restoration
of our car. Thanks Lou and John for a fun afternoon.

We attended the 60th Anniversary of the MG Car Club - MG Day - at the
National Motor Museum, Beaulieu, where we met with Dixon Morris, Warren
Marsh, and Paul Batho of the MG Car Club Z Magnette Register. We talked
about Magnettes, and agreed to keep in touch. One good way of doing that
was joining the MG Car Club and the Z Register in England. As a member I
can tell you that it's a worthwhile organization that every Magnette owner
should be part of. They have a newsletter Magnettics that is published
guarterly.

A week after we returned from England we headed up to University Motors for
““the Summer Party. This year there were 503 MG's on the field with three of
them being Z Magnettes and one Magnette MK IV. Sharon and I came in lst in
the sedan class with Pat and Dave Wittmer a close second. Betty and John
Park came with their Varitone, and Dennis Klemm drove his Farina MK IV.



The Registry has finally been computerized! Recent members Gene and Becky
Cooper of the Chicago area offered to make the list and print address
labels. It's about time I got the names in alphabetical order. 1 also
decided to formally name the newsletter and update the logo. The rname,
THE MAGNETTE shows my intentions to keep things simple and low key. T do
this for fun, relaxation and the love of MG's. The goal of this Registry
is to supply you with the names and addresses of other Magnette owners so
that you can get in touch with each other for information and for you to
meet and enjoy other MG enthusiasts. 1 enjoy the fact that I have no
deadline for The Magnette newsletter, when it's finished, it gets mailed.
T want to thank everyone who sent money to help with the postage. It was
very nice of you.

In regards to Bernard Siegal's open letker fto the Registry, please get in
touch with either Bernard or myself on this matter. As I had written
before, MG Magazine is also interested in the valves of Z's for their price
guide, Bernard attended the auction of the Gene Ponder colleclion of MG's
in Texas and informed me that a YB Varitonme in N2 condition, 51,000 miles,
unrestored with 'a Webasto folding sunroof sold feor $12,500!

Have a safe winter, see you in the spring!

Happy Holidays
Safety Fastl!

eg




MAGNETTE PARTS AND SERVICES

University Motors Ltd. Complete service, parts and
614 Eastern Ave. S.E. restorations for all MG's,
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 Electrical trouble shooting
(616) 245-2141 John Twist specialist.,

Clarke Spares & Restorations Complete service, parts, and
90 W. Swamp Road restoration for MGA and
Doylestown, Pa. 18901 - Magnette. Fabricated rocker
(215) 34B-0595 Todd Clarke panels-catalog available.
John and Lou Shorten Many used parts exclusively
44 The Street for Magnettes, interior
Lenwade, Norwich panels & trim, N.0O.S5. parts.

NEY 55D England U.K.

John Monkman MG Owners Club Magnette
90 Cardoness ERoad Spares Secretary, used and
Sheffield new parts.
SI0 5RU England U.K.
NTG Services Parts only, front end
Dept.S Clarence House ~ bushings, brake hoses,
St. Margarets Green emergency brake cables, etc.
Ipswich Catalog available.
IP4 2EN England U.K.
Jeff Powell New original style
910 Hirsch windscreen and rear window
Melrose Park, Illinois 60160 seals (small window only),
{708) 344-2268 many used parts,.

‘}h [T
Metro Moulded Parts Inc. Front vent window seals for &
11610 Jay Street ZA and ZB, fuzzy door seals,
P.0. Box 33130 Catalog availabkle.

Minneapeolis, Minn. 55433
(612) 757-0310

Stainless Steel Exhaust Systems Exhaust system for Magnette.
Buffalo, New York
(716) B93-2116

Alfa Instruments & Services Repairs Magnette speedos,
4801 Keele 5t. Unit 37 has new speedo assemblies.
Downsview, Ont. Canada

M3J 324

(416) 736-4267




MG CAR CLUBS

MG Car Club Ltd. monthly magazine-Safety Fast
Kimber House

P.0. Box 251 Abingdon

Oxon, 0X141FF England, U.EK.

% Magnette Register-MGCC quarterly magazine-Magnettics
Paul Batho-International Liaison Officer

2 Broadway Close

Harwell, Oxon OX110LE

England, U.EK.

No. American MGA Register monthly magazine MGA!
Bill Gallihugh-Registrar

2455 Glenhill Drive

Indianapolis, Indiana 46240

MZ Owners Club monthly magazine-Enjoying MG
Freepost

Swavesey, Cambs.

CBE4 1BR England U.EK.

MAGAZINES
MG Magazine Ron Embling-editor
P.0O. Box 321 guarterly magazine
Otego, New York 13825
MG Enthusiast Martyn Wise-editor
P.0. Box 11 bi-monthly magazine
Dewshury, West Yorkshire
WF12 7UZ England U.K.
British Car Magazine David Destler-editor
P.0. Beox 1045 monthly magazine

Canago Park, Calif 91304
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September 4, 1290
Dear Fellow ZA and ZB Magnette Collectors:

I am addressing this letter to you in the hope I can get a
discussion going about the values of the ZA and ZB Magnettes
in Morth America. Quite frankly few have been sold between
collectors and even fewer restored ones. As an appraiser 1
find myself in somewhat of a predicament of trying to estab-
lish a value since my job as a wvaluator is to find actual
sales, advertisements and value listed iIn guides. While

I have seen some ads of ZA/ZBs fgr sale, few ever go to

an auction and none are listed in the common value guides for
the United States. Several British publications including
Classic Cars and Practical Classics list good to very good
examples at about E3000 to E4000.

The cogllector in me doesn't want cny firm listing of values
as this tends to lower the sales prices or at least cause a
wide flutuation of values, especially of unrestored running
examples. On the whole though, I believe it would be in the
best interesi of most owners of ZA/ZBs if some research was
done to try and establish some published values. For this
the best source is recent private and public sales prices.

In terms of numbers produced and still exist and cost of
restoration the Magnettes are far scarcer than MGAs and guite
a bit more expensive to restore. That could mean the MGA is
a much better proposition to restore at this time or the
Magnette is really undervalued. I am interested in hearing
from the various owners their ideas pf wvalue. My own feeling,
if listed in the 0ld Cars Price Guide number system would be:

#& 5 #d #3 e #1
Parts Complete Puur Average V. Goud 100 pL car

$500 $800-1200 $2000 $3000-4000 $6000-8k $10k-15k

I hope to be hearing from some of you in the next six months.

f 2 Sincerely,

et V"

Bernard

=
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Rare MG Magnetté brings back a lot of memories

Kelth Holdsworth drives o time

1 8it | it, Inhaba deeply, turm the
h&:nd push the starter button.

don't mrre & millimedre, bt :

a combination of the sound and
emell transparts me back more
than 22 years . . .
<. i's the middle of o north.
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MIMpoG Com
wmgm!ynmme
hmmrnnﬂ.t
JJHand' Jhm 24 kilo-
angd
Pms ot g
ouf |I'l11.'.| Hlil'l-wl'fl of thie blizzard.
I'm about halfway thers and
& b e the cor maving up a
and stippery kil when over
the top comes org of those luna-
Hufmmmmd.mimwuum
fibe a bomb. Sidnvaya
ln'l'-Mh solid gnowhanles on either
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yot been madie
murldum but P've had ene fitled

hive Lo take thelr
bu.l chance — and IL savwes me

ﬁoﬂmg the stecring whel
hroeg,
I'm ﬂrme but m_-,,- belved MG
ix dieod .
ur_rn 51.I|.115!I'ﬂ_'." s 140
a.pinand I’ back & an under-

ground parking garge in down-
ftowm Toronin,

& plant " ope

| drave his 18
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Thanks, Keith, [ needed that,

Holdsworth's Magnetie ZB tsa't
exactly the same 0s mine, His s a
‘57, mine was & "58. H:sl:nﬂ ma-

ﬁne.fed.hymlunrs L, carbe 35
same. As is 1be smell af the
“pid car™ leather and walnt (n-
feriar, |

Dack when [ had ona (my
brnther-indaw hal an even nices
I at the same 1ime:|. Buda g
VTR COSTMTHN, great
success in rallying and saloon-car

akry, sedan) against the
likes of Ford Zodiacs, Austin
Cambridges and 1.5-litre Rl-'ll::,-'a.

Humdreds of olhers met o vio-
IR s o chte . W
ng — al slock-
car tracks all over Britoin, How
shortsighted we were in those

‘s one af the reasons why
Immaculate examples such as
Heldsworth's, or even decelicl
shells, are 30 raie these days,

ml]} an thig side of fhe

And why le ack
him, "= il a r?'? fﬂple!gﬂcfl bry.
I never koew MG made a sedan™

In fact, some of (e fnest MGs
ware sedans, thegh the ZB was
the last in a ped] line, The so-
called Magnette that Foellowed waos
an execrable, tarted-up version of
an AuglinMorris mongrel,

Then theee was the MO 11D, of
which the loast said the heiter,

But back to oldsworth's dark:
el priche and joy.

The previows cwner had bad it
from mew,” be gays. "He chose mo
to buy il and as part of the deal he
and his wife ke visilabion fghils!

“There are only about 30 1hat |
leewa of on the road In Morh
Americn., They were one of the
first menocoques and the fAoor
fended bo net out," = o

True enough. This happened bo
mine. Fortunately, that was in the
days when hﬁck'ﬁ'r‘mu: wcld1n1p:
shops wirn Sill cheap ena [&]
Justify having a rew {koor pulﬁn

Holdswerth has four MGs in-
cluding & TF sporis car, a 1870
MGB ard o spares car foe tha
Mapnetle.

Mat 51 mgl he belongs o
the MG Car Cl.u al Toromo —
cedobmting ils 25th year — which
hapsis 2Z0 members and some
500 cars (no, vou don'l have bo
wearpy an MG I jind.

Deropping in on a meeand club
outing, 1 was inleresicd 1o see
another real rarkty, an MGC,

If yeni™ve TEver come poross b
malel, 1t looks much like on MGT

Tk P TR ¢
EWEET CHARIOT: Kollh Holdsworth of tha MG Car Club of Torpnio gommunms weilh |
price and joy — o 1957 Magnatte TE. Only aboul 30 arn sUll In usa In Horth Amorica.
——
nnd his Mapgnotie in i

fur the wide hulpe in the bers, ma tlk by the howr aboot

snwosly for the noatal, e
CThats lo accommodate 8 3 MGs — teincam MGAs R-Type 0w
E;:n: ulral?;m-m'x. The © was single-srators, which had fully lnkrl;ﬂ f 4 Lene when e »
under-developed by the Tacio Indepenilent  suspension; Kl SIMR
and undur-mlodhyarhe rnarhet. d rcers, also designated Magnotes,  To what belter use could y
Ve Likes the margque by general  put atime :

Haldsworth, like most mem-

The m

By Sald Deep
Tha Cirinad Rapide Press

A Wisconsin license plate on the
i‘l:st of the little car E”II\imU"i!‘d
Fi & gathering: "M il

Mgetgn ],ﬂﬁnuuwbuund‘..
driving from as far aweay as Califor-
nia and Mova Scotia to attend the
largest meeting of MG car owners
In America

The 14th annual event, which
will continue through Sunday, is
hosted by University Motors in
Grand Rapids and s second to
none, claims John Twist, organizer
of the event.

“It started out as an event that
was business,” explaing
Twist, who, in the same breath,
notes that those days are gone, "it's
the people that make it exciti
It's a d-nu-e o enjoy the
and the cars.”

The enthusiasts come from all
walks. There was nuclear power
ratar John Park who
MG Magnotte from
South Ham
tired  Boston  Symphony  trumpat

Gerard wivd trave
-eled B miles from his home in
Walpole, N.H., bri with him
o sall everything from
fog lamps and 3222 carburetor
bodies to video cassettes delailing
ihe evolution of the MG.

o, Ontaris, and re- |

agic of the marvelous MG ¥
draws fans from coast to coast

Thllmdmahnbhﬁ'"ﬁu-
%’D A "Ihm:;htlhnndnzw
n

wreched TI} ll'li ul:uilt tha who]u
thi

%d.ljr, Goguen clalms he oper-
ates the workd's largest shop, sell-
ing parts’ from his home for
MUTCs, TDs and TFs. In addition,
he and his wile Dorls operate thelr
own MG museum featuring 27
modals, an extensive motorcar |i-
b and other motoring artiincts
in Westminster, VL

MGBs and Midgets were the last
midels produced ﬂ'IE Britl:h CAr
maker before NIE
] “‘“""'

'ﬁ:e :arwmntad mund 1920
wnrimd M G mmurhc

'or Morris Garages, hence

the M. In September 1850, Britlsh
Leyland decl to retire the fam-
ous gymbol of the MG and
concentrata on its Triumph line.

This weekend's gathering, sim-
ﬂuﬂl' is & fun-filled carnival for

Some 300 of the MG sport cars
will ba on display :od-:.ru Dowr.lu
Walker Park in Byron Center
twetn 110 a.m, and Roon.

Enn.dm'l will :TJ" all sorts oﬂbdd
M raphernalia, ng Trom
car e such as wheel beari
and brake cylinders, 1o windshield
wipors, MG medallions, warkshop

A

manuals and lterns such as caps,
shirts and flags,

But it is more than just a floa
market. Car owners  exchange
idens for keepin nm from cuhn.g
their cars to
them on the road,

While the cars can’t stand
the Motor City muscle cars lke
Mustangs and Corvettes, there are
some MGs that could cortainky give
the Detroiters a good run,

That was apparent when Glenn
Towery, of Delaware, took his
hlack 1978 MGB. equipped with &
Buick designed British built Rower
VE engine, for a 125 mph ride dowmn
Int. B4,

The other care on display may
not be as quick, but they are pretry
to book at. The MGTC, o bwo-seater
with 18-inch spidery wire whoaols,
hn; Wheu fenders and

was imported from
IHE to 1945, It was introduced 1o
the 1.5, by servicemen returning
from World War 11, The car, meet 4
driven from the right side, had
woden floor pancls and  bulk-
hends,

Barercen 1950 to 1954, the com-
pany introduced the MGTD and
the MGTF, making only minor
changen to the coupe.

In 1956, m radical styling change
Tk plm:! with the introdwction of
the MGA, me wililch

e &

Batty Park ol South Hampion, Ontario, lovingly pofishies her 1958 MG Magnet

was then covered with sheet metal,
many variations of the MGA were
burill wntil 1862

The cars will be posed for pic-

tures phout 1 p.m, at the park. To-
day's actlvities will begin at 3 a.m.
with & rally from the Hilton Inn,
ATAT 28k 5. SE, o the park.




THE M G CAR CLUB Z MAGNETTE REGISTER
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I MACHETTE

MG DAY
AT THE NATIONAL MOTOR MUSEUM
BEAULIEU ENGLAND
OVE: MR.& MRE. DIXON MORRIS
CHATTRMAN

RIGHT : WAHELEN MAERSH

HISTORIAN

BELOW: PAIL BATHO
INTEENATIONAL LIAISON




Magnette .

Jeff Powell

7Z Magnette Reglstry
910 Hirsch

Melrose Park, Illinois 60160

DRVID & LAUREL LIVELY

2894 RID BRAVD CIRCLE
SACRAMENTD TA 98824
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