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Safely

Dear Enthusiast.

I hope that everyone had a safe and enjoyable Holiday
season. We didn't get to work onm our Magnette much this
winter as the garage was just too cold. We did however, get
a lot of small detail work done in the basement, so the
winter wasn't a total loss.

I attended the University Motors technical seminar in
February for three days of MG tech talk. John Twist, who is
a Registry member, conducted a thorough training session.
Also attending the seminar was registry member Dave Houser.
In addition to his Magnette, he owns a TD, and is very
involved with the Conn./N.Y. Chapter of the New England 'T'
Register. Nice meeting you Dave.

Registry member Bobk Young has offered to make reprints
of the factory workshop manual and parts manual available to
us. BSee details in newsletter. Bob'alse wrote an article
about refinishing your interior woodwork. Thanks for all of
your help Bob.

Thanks also to Terry King who supplied the MG
advertisment in this newsletter. Thie ad is unusual due to
it's focus on the racing history of MG's rather than the
Magnette's luxury features that are usually written about.
Even more unusual was that this technical based ad is not
from a motoring magazine.

Magnette's have been getting a lot of print lately, the
February '89 issue of Special Interest Autos contains an
article by F. Wilson McComb about % types. A very nice
story as it also has s small interview with Gerry Palmer,
the engineer that designed the Z Magnette. The March '89
issue of Thoroughbred and Classic Cars has an article about
a complete restoration of a '58 B Varitone.

While we were at an Auto Swap Meet in Milwaukee, Sharon
found the paint chart that is printed in this newsletter.
Not all of the colors that were available are listed. The
formula numbers are no longer used, but a Rinshed-Mason
dealer can cross reference these numbers to a color that
they say is very close to the original. DuPont published
charts like these for BMC cars, but the only Magnette colors
that we have found are for MKIII and IV Farinas.

This summer we will be attending the NAMGAR GT-14 in
Indianapolis, Ind., and the University Motors Summer Party
in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Looking forward to meeting more
Registry members.

Until the Fall,
Safety Fast!

Jeff

fest




@ From every point of view the M.G. Magnette is a good-looking
car. The elegance of its airsmoothed line is matched by the all-
round excellence of its interior finish. Deep, comfortable seats are
upholstered in best English leather—unsurpassed for appearance and
enduring quality—non-wearing parts in leathercloth. The craftsman-
built facia panel and handsome door cappings are in beautifully grained
polished walnut, whilst floor carpet adds the final touch of huxury.

"When I finish this drink,
I'm driving to Grand Rapids,
Michigan for the University
Motors Summer Party where all
MG Saloons will be featured.®

varptedt iy




Terry and Martha Anne King Harvey 5. Schnaer
4717 Tara Drive 9635 #B Sepulveda Blvd.
Fairfax, VA. 22032 Sepulveda, CA. 91343
. {703} 978-0127 (818) 78B0-0546
f t59 ZB '58 ZB
Serial #KAC41/32811 Serial #
David and Laurel Lively David A. Wittmer
2596 Rioc Bravo Cirecle 3B95 S5t. Rt. 546
Sacramento, CA. 95826 Lexington, OH. 44904
(916) 366-9185 (419) 884-2310
'57 ZB Varitone 'EB ZB
Serial #KATT43/22988 Serial #KAR43/28984
Eoy Licari Faul and Steffi Rollins
13103 Parkridge Circle 9884 Brunswick Way
Ft. Washington, MD. 20744 San Ramon, Ca., 94583
(301) 292-1600 (415) B29-6792
'58 ZB 'S8 ZB Varitone
Serial #KAL43/26699 Serial #KAAA43/34303

Alan Bernstein

500 E. B3rd street

New York City, NY 10028
(202) 2B8-5491
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MG Magnette ZA and ZB Factory Manuals
$36.00 Workshop Manual (reprint)
.00 Parts Manual (reprint)

Te keep the prices down, the manuals are not bound,
but are punched to fit in a loose-lezf notekook.
These manuals are very helpful for repairing and
finding the correct parts for your car. Please send
orders in before May 320th, 1989 to:

Bob Young
P.O. Box 1745
Vallejo, Calif. 94880 (707) 642-2502

i Those who [ully appreciate the real pleasures of
" driving will find much to delight them in the MG
' Magnette. For while this sleek sports sedan sdmit-
tedly malkes lavish concessions to luxurious comfort,
it adheres rigidly to basic sports car principles, Its
— magnificent one and s hall litre, overhead valve,
short stroke engine, teamed with incomparably
smooth, synchromesh transmission, delivers power
to spare in every gear. Firm, wishbone-type suspen-
pion easures the utmost in adile comering and over-
size brakes provide amazingly precise, straightline
braking on demand.
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EVERY DETAIL OF M.G. DESIGN MAKES FOR
PERFECT HANDLING—and that means safer motoring!

S TRANGERS TO M.G. MOTORING Bre Bpt to regard
the M.G. Magnette, with its mee-track pedigres
and imposing background of sporting successes, as
a car thal demands more skilled handling than the
normil run of family saloons.

They find, on taking their firsy trial run, thai the
reverse is true, and that in fact the M G. Magnette
is such a delightfully easy car to handie that 1heir
driving automatically improves, They discover
something which M.G. designers have always
known 1o be true —thal the production of
thoroughbred car invalves far more than nice
bodywork and a powerful engine.

VITAL “SAFFTY-FaST" FACTORS

For many reasons the Magnette is a car which
never fails to bring out the best in a driver.

The experience and care that evolves record-
breaking M.G. Specials is embosdied in every
production model, and goes deeper than engine
performance. The Magnette accelerates brickly
and will mainiain high cruising speeds when called
upen to do so, but at all times its behaviour is
absolutely predictable and one’s sense of mastery
comphe i

This is because sparkling performance has been

Stirling Moss achieves 245 m.p.h.
in his 1,500 c.c. M.G. Special

A¢ Bommeville Saft Fiwis, Urah, U.5.A, Srehag
Moz recently capieeed fve mew fmferacnonal
Clats F Recordy foe Britain. Record shaitering
performancer ke Hheir provide [mportaar data for
Sfutwre MG, developments,

maiched by three wital *safety-fast” fugtori—a | s ;
superh system of well-damped suspension, steering ‘:_PE_{' ! Hl_f‘ o mh;h IE;‘:]EF b il

% 4 Lt il TR wpipr Four cyhnder |30 coo o hov, with twen
that combines finger-tip lightness wn-t pifi-point &1 corhurciiors, Dhevebops 63 buhop.
accuracy, and really powerful hydraulic bruking.

» Central gear change. Faur speeds
Controls respond readily and smocthly o the whromesh on second, third aesl Lo

teuch, gear changing is sweet and precise, and Hydruulic clutch. Wew high back-nxke rana. i

" . Suspeasion: Coil-spraig independent fronl suse
seating 15 specially planned o ensure comlort awd pension with lelsscopic da n'pcr“::
correct posiure—another importent contribution | Seeeeimg Direct rack and pinicn.
1o better dri\'ing. | a'...d. Mapralie Yarilone available in -."hFIiI:t of
Bin Pwa-tofne ooleur flﬂlf«.hﬂs.. Mandamatlc two

Ask your M.G. dealer fo arrange a test tun. You pedalcontrol isan eptienzl eairs on bath models.
will findt the Magnette is indeed o delightful car A5 Magertte {Siawbars model)
to drive and one thal insists on being driven E2T4,000 plva £315:3.0. BT

AL, Magaerie | Fasdone]
really well. LT40.00 plas 370 7.0 BT, o]

For W motoring
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HMC Srravve — the K
"“""":I ::IE.!‘II?'::‘M."‘I L THE M0 CAR COMPANTY LIMITED, BALES INVISION, COWLEY, QX FOT
ope. Lestidlion Shaunoams’ Stration douse, 8 Feeadide, Lendon, W/
FERREEAEREENE YN § Fa Brddn Crereray Buidmess Sufiedd Erporls L O ord pndd 4 Pucadilly, Leadan, W2




MONOTONE VARITONE

Is this a contradiction of terms? It would seem so,
but not with Z-type Magnettes.

The Varitone Model was conceived as an inexpensive
upgrade from an existing model to create new sales,
egpecially in the U.S. Most American cars of the time were
heavily chromed, brightly painted, and almost all had
wrap-around glass.

At the time of introduction the British pubklications
referred toc the new model as Duo-Tone, which was the common
term for Two-Tone. Shortly therafter the term Varitone was
adopted. The new model may have been called Varitone, but
as serial numbers indicate, some Magnettes were given the
Varitone trim package of extra chrome, wrap-around rear
glass, and were painted a single color.

This Registry has fifty-two Magnettes accounted for in
either running or scrapped condition. Sixteen of the cars
are Varitones, and four of these are Monotone. This wvery
small sampling of cars shows that one guarter of the
Varitones were Monotone. 1Is this a correct assumption or do
we have a unusually high percentage of these cars? It is
interesting to note that all four cars in the Registry are
different in color and that the serial numbers span several
years indicating that this was a routine practice, although
I have not seen any factory photos or advertisements with a
Monotone Varitone.

Listed below are the owners and statics for these four
registered Monotone Varitone ZB's:

David and Laurel Lively KATT43/22988 Island Green
Paul and Steffi Rollins KAAA43/34303 Black

Jack Sanft KALL43/34652 Steel Blue
J. R. Boye KABB43 /35535 Birch Grey
TERRE | todsnbey | wenorsreny
DU O-T ONE sSC HEME S Island Green Reseda Green Green or Black
FOR TH E MAG NET TE Stee] Blue Mineral Blue Grey or Black
Ivory Autumn Red Maroon or Biscuit

Birch Grey Twilight Grey Maroon
[sland Green Black Green
Steel Blue Black

Ivory Black Maroon
Rirch Grev Black Maroon

Maroon




Revised Februsery, 1966

IMPORTED CAR COLOR LISTING

Formulo Humbers

Color Formule Humbaers

Rel.

Colar
Ref.

Color Name Car and Yeor Coler Hame Cor and Year

FaR-Mox

PeR-Max

THE BRITISH MOTORS CORPORATION
Austin, Austin-Healey, Austin-Healey Sprite, Austin Princess, MG, Morris-Oxford-Minor 1000,

Locguer Locguar

Magnette, Riley

and Wolseley

Spring Green 35D 53AIT 253IA3T 1953 Austin Titian Brige 9 UBIBZ 2JUBIBZ 1964 Austin
Spruce Green 43 UMT3  FU4T3 195 =55 Austin Toge White WT=5 U893y 209933 1964 Austin
Soruce Green - 43 Sd4A31 - 1954 Austin-Henley Teafalgu Blue e L2584 2U2594 1962 Wolseley
Siardust Blue £2  SAA1  254A21 1954 Austin Turquoise 66 B5A21  255A2ID 1955 Austin
Stee| Blue £2  U2305  FUI0S  1957-8-0 M.G. Megnette Turquoise Blue 66 UZIDT 20230 1957-8-9 Memis-Dxford
Stee] Dust Gray 51D 48413 248A13  1948-53 Austin and Minor 1000
Siee] Gray S1B L1375 2U1375 1960 Austin Tweed Gray e LI 2UNITE 1957359 Austin
Steel Gray 52 U172 2UI1T?  1957-8-9 Riley Tweed Gray e SBAL1 255A11  1955-56 Austin
Stone 50  UI471  2UI471 1962 Austin Princess Twilight Gray S UL167 2UL16T 1957-8-9 M.G. Magnelte
Stremmline Blue 52 GS5AZ2 ISSAZZ 1955-59 Austin Tyrolite Green 37 Uz4a0d  2UMOHAD 1955 Momis
Surf Blue = U2611 U511 1962 Austin & Momis Tyrolite Green 3% U460 2UMESD 1957 M.G. Series MGA
Sutherland Green 39D U352  2U3562C 195B-59 Austin Vale Green 654 U3IEIZ  2U3612  1957-8-9 M.G. Magnette
Swiss Gray 48A Ulled 2ULIGE  1957—B-% Wolesley Models 1957-E~9 M.G. Magnette
6,/90, 15/50 Whitehal] Beige 46F UBE93  ZUBES3 1959 Wolseley Model 15/60;
Swles Gray 484 UL170 201170  1957-8-9 Mormie-Oxford Windsor Gray E1B 53Al1  253A11 1953 Austin
and Minor 1000: 1957 8-9 Woodland Green 43 U3320  2U3320 Riley (MG) Truck
Riley Yukon Grey 54 U116%  FULIES  1557-—8-0M.G. Magnette;
Tan .. USE1T 2UBE17  1957-5% Aumtin 1957-8-9 Riley 1.5 und
Tartan Red L] US5%R  ZUSSAER 195859 Austin 2.6; 1957—E-0 Wolseley
Thames Blue U235 FU2IE Momis Truck Models 15560, 6./90, 1500
Tintern Green I5C U401 203401 1956-59 Austin

Painted an USA 166

*= Peacock Blue, 1956 Ford

RINSHED-MASON COMPANY

OBITUARIES

Page 1 of 19

With their registrations, some members included serial
numbers of cars that had been parted out and scrapped
are ZB's.

A moment of silence please,

gave their owners many moments of pleasure:

- all

for these cars which once

KAC43/30661
KAL43/34730
KARL43/24730
KAL43/30661
KAL43/29923
KAJ43/24478
KABJ43/21387
KAT43/24800

Varitone #6786
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NEW FLASH!!

San Mateo, California. Ed Archers Antigue and Collector Car
Sale on February 18-19:

'1955 MG Magnette in #3 condition sells for $5000°'.
#3 condition in a2 1 to 5 rating (#1 being a perfect car), is
in the middle of the scale and the above car is most likely

a driver needing some paint, interior, and mechanical
attention.

CLUBS
North American MGA Register The MG Car Club LTD.
856 Notre Dame P.0O. Box 251
Grosse Point City Studley, Warwickshire
Michigan 48230 EBO VAT England U©.K
MAGAZINES
MG Magazine Special Interest Autos
P.O. Box 321 P.0. Box 904
Otego, New York 13825 Bennington, Vermont 05201
Ron Embkling, Editor David Brownell, Editor

For back issues:
MG Enthusiast Customer Service
F.O. Box 11 P.0O. Box 196
Dewsbury, West Yorkshire
WF1l2 7U0Z Thoroughbred & Classic Cars
England, U.EK. Reed Business Publishing
Martyn Wise, Editor Prospect House

9-13 Ewell Road
British Car Magazine Cheam, Surrey SM1 400
F.0. Box 1045 England, U.EK.
Canoga Park, Calif. 891304 Same for back issues

David Destler, Editor

FACTORY INFORMATION about your Magnette is available for a
$£10.00 bill and your Vehicle Identification Number:

dnders Ditlev Clausager, Archivist
British Motor Industry

Heritage Trust

Castle Road

Studley, Warwickshire EBEO 7AJ
England, U.K.



TECH HINTS

Magnette ZA and ZB front shock absorber replacement. Use

any year SAAB 900 front shocks, they bolt right in.

To save money, any brand of shocks to fit the SAAB can be
purchased at most auto discount stores. Example: Boge #27-911-0
can be used though it is not a SAAB factory part.

Dupicolor DS-CC-337, 1983-85 Chrysler Corp. paint closely
matches the paint on the Lucas interior rear view mirror.

CARS FOR SALE

1958 ZB Steel Blue. Stored inside for several years,
disassembled and complete, must sell, make offer.
Vincent Chan (3212) 973-5691

1959 ZB Complete runner, NAMGAR registration #VZ, many new
and used parts and panels, shop manual, literature, etc.
$3Z500.00 or swap for MGA.

Terry King H:(703) 978-0127 W:(703) 321-4393

I received a note from a Registry member in January telling
me about the cars listed below. According to the area
codes, both cars are in the Seattle area. This is all the
information that I have on them:

1958 ZB  $900.00 Ruth Cox (206) 221-2717

1959 ZB $2500.00 Elaine (206) 743-7237

CARS WANTED

Former Magnette owner and ERegistry member wants a ZA or ZB
in excellent condition. Call:
alan Bernstein (202) 288-5491

PARTS WANTED

Front and rear bumper overriders, ZB air filter assembly,
gear shift lever rubber boot, clutch and brake pedal pads,
steering wheel center cover, temperature gauge and sending
unit. Call:

Paul Rollins (415) B29-6793

PARTS FOR SALE

New windscreen and rear window seals. Original stock type
s0 that you can use your stainless steel trim, not the
after-market plastic seal that NTG supplies.

Windscreen seal - $55.00 Standard rear window seal - $35.00
Call: Jeff Powell {312) 344-2268

Paul Rollins writes that Variteone rear window seals can be
purchased for $50.00 from:

Jarl's Foreign Car Service

1520 2Znd Ave.

Walnut Creek, California 94596

(415) 935-2423




